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THE SCARLET PATCH Little, Brown 
$3.00 
* I've followed Bruce Lencaster's career with keenest interest - with concern 
when he didn't measure up to the best that was in him, with confidence that he would 
Go a big novel some day, a novel with chances for big sales. This, I think, might be 
"it" - unless the market for Civil War stories is satiated. I think it one of the best 
Civil Wer stories I have reac, and it carries conviction of sound scholarship in the 
picture of the part played by the Rochambesu Rifles with the Army of the Pctomac. 
The heartbreak of uncertainties and celays is there; the sense of frustration in the 
attitude of the commanding of “icer towards foreign troops he had small use for; in 
the disillusionment of men of ideas faced with realities and betrayals. Chiefly, it 
is the story of a French officer, young Baron de Merac, who worshipped the brilliant 
General Kearny, and who saw, with Kearny, the international significance of the cause 
of the Union. The story follows the Rifles to Malvern Hill, to Harrison's Landing, 
to Bull Run, and on to Gettysburg; it follows, too, the devious read of de Merac's 
romance, as ambitious Louise catches him in her snare, only to throw him aside, when- 
freed from the prison where Pelham had thrown hime de Merac chooses to become an Amer- 
ican citizen. The story has extraordinary vigor in its handling of a long-drawn out 
compaign that had much that was static in it; there are some of the best battle scenes 
I have read, scenes that have the immediacy of Kantor's Long Remember, the sense of | 
eye witness accounts. Historic figures come to life - and many fictional ones taken on 
semblance of historic values. Atsorbing reading, in good history, good adventure, good 
romance. (Atlantic Monthly Press Book) 


Lancaster, Bruce 


Avril 72? 


Yerby, rank THE VIXENS Lial Press 
$3.00 
The success of Frank Yerby's first novel, The Foxes of Harrow,insures a 
ready market for this new novel, which measures up to the expectations held for him 
as a story teller of no mean stature. Once again a lusty, full-blooded novel of New 
Crleans and the plantations. The period is later, post Civil War - and the central 
characters are entirely apart from the people of the earlier book- Laird Fournois, who 
fought with the Union Forces, and came back to his native Louisiana to try to bring to 
life the place he had loved, Plaisance; and Denis Lascals, who loved him, beyond belief, 
beyond self and reputation and sanity and hope. But there was evil on the other side 
in the person of Hugh Duncan, vicious effete, who held the whip handle over powerful 
forces of destruction, had his spies everywhere, used blackmail when it was to his ends, 
and saw that men he was through with were disposed of. It was he who engineered Laird 
into marriage with the mad and lovely Sabina; it was he who eventually blackmailed Denise 
into becoming his mistress. It is an angry bitter story of the secrifice of all that 
might have been good in the horrors of Reconstruction; Laird fought a losing fight 
to give the Negroes a chance- but the forces against him were too great. And he lost. 
The pattern of the story is involved, but it has a sweep and pace that carry it through. 
There's romance and adventure and passion. It's not a tale for Miss Nuncies. It has 
lust and blood and enormous vitality. And it will sell. 
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Caldwell, Taylor THERE WAS A TIME Scribner 
$3.00 
Let's concede the fact of figures- Taylor Caldwell sells, and sells in enor- 
mous quantities. But somehow, it is hard to accept the inevitability of this new novel 
duplicating the big sales figures of its predecessors. It hasn't what it takes- except 
in so far as her name carries impetus. Ordinarily one can count on a lusty, fast paced 
story, replete with detail of background, period and furbishings. This has the detail, 
now and again, as the scene shifts from England to New York state on the Canadian bor- 
der (Buffalo is readily recognizable under the name of “Bison"), and again to the Ken- 
tucky mountains - but there's none of that identity of story and characters with their 
settings which gave a feeling of veracity to her earlier books. Once more it is a good 
long read - measured in pages turned - but there's not the overflowing of plot within 
plot that keeps one going in most of her books. Here the plot seems almost tenuous, 
as Frank- detestable from boyhood to his egotistical achievement of a dream - grows 
up. Presumably, one's sympathy is captured, as a small boy battles the intoler- 
ances and cruelties of children who hate anyone who is "different"; presumably, one 
regrets his loss of the one friend he had - his inability to make more- his denial of 
a chance at schooling- his suffering from 2 noverty that was unwarranted- his mounting 
obsession for ecquiring money to buy his freedom from fear- his horrible parents. But 
quite honestly, I didn't care; it all seemed part of a pattern he made for himself. 
Even his romance left me cold, though it was easy to guess that in maturity he would 
meet again little Jessica, dream princess of his childhood. At the end, his ideals dis~ 
carded, he finds success - and goes to claim her as his own. There's a note of irony 
at the close, a confession of false gods, clay-footed. But little to suggest that Frank 
of tomorrow will be able to cast off the Frank of yesterday....But the book will sell. 


Not Much To Choose Fron 


A new Harold Lamb, modern with a bit of the flavor of LOST HORIZON- GARDEN TO THE EAST- 
WARD (Doubleday); a dark horse in Richard Emery Roberts THE GILDED ROOSTER (Putnam). 


PROBLEMATICAL ‘BOOKS-Fictton 
March 27 


Saxton, Mark PREPARED FOR RAGE William Sloane 

| $3.50 

Better than the average novel in autobiographical vein- of youth recaptured- 

but at that, it has numerous competitors, and nothing strikingly original, except per- 
haps its restraint. Before the war, Mark Saxton had three semi-intellectualized novels 
of intrigue on Farrar & Rinehart's list. Now, looking backward to a youth not far 
away, he tells- in the third person- a story of a boy growing up, Jerry. He recaptures 
impressions- at random- of childhcod in a happy home, fairly prosperous, intellectual 
background; he glimpses briefly- and rather superficially- a Catholic school, but with 
no sense of religious bondage; he gives more Space to years at Harvard, normal, healthy 
contacts, spiritual and intellectual adventures, bull sessions, occasional fringes of 
Plaming youth, girls, liberalism and so on. There's a basically sound core to this pic- 
ture of the best of young America; but it is almost too right, too normal to make it 
very enticing from the sales angle. The two girls in his life- importantly so- are 
Denny, who takes without giving, and Avian, whose passage in and out and in again, from 
childhood on, results in a happy marriage. Jerry you'll like - and believe in implicitly. 
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Aldis, Dorothy DARK SUMMER Putnan 
$2.25 
Intended for both an older and a younger market, this is a not oversweet story 
of a youngster's patience, courage and adaptability in the face of a “dark summer" when a 
sunburned retina threatens the loss of an eye. Her older sister newly married, her twin 
off to camp, Judy learns that hers is to be a summer of stringent prohibitions. She 
and her mother move to a converted stable-studio, and there Judy lives by a schedule of 
routine and restriction. She plays a part in the rehabilitation of veteran Mr. Tuck, 
also spending an invalid summer; he teaches her to type by touch, and bit by bit she 
learns not to hurry time, and wins the reward of recovery as summer ends....Familiar 


family detail in pleasant mother and daughter fare. 


Graham, Dorothy WIND ACROSS THE WORLD aS 
2.75 

A novel of China in the early 20th century, of the foreign settlements, and 
the infiltration of foreign capital, the Boxer Rebellion, the students' rebellion and 
Chiang's final discarding of the Communists, in order "to build a liberal, united and 
democratic China dominated and ruled by the Chinese". The heroine is an American girl 
whose father went to China in the '90's to build a railroad, a girl who gave her heart 
and understanding to the Chinese. The first mild villain is avaricious foreign capital, 
the last and most serious, the Russian Reds, with the Japs looming in the sure future. 
There's a nice enough love story, some rather calm intrigue in the foreign settlement, 
but the main purpose seems to be to have this the story of the spirit of China as under- 
stood by a couple of occidentals who love her and work for her salvation. All very fine. 
But all rather unsatisfactory and idealized. The atmosphere of the foreign settlement 
unconsciously obscures the atmosphere of the real China. 


Aprit-ty- 3/3) 


Sullivan, Alan THE FUR MASTER Coward, re 
3.00 
Further amplification of detail of Hudson's Bay Company for an early 19th 
century story of thepays d’enhautand the men who tried to eliminate their competitors. 
Fighting just the Canadians,- their Northwest Company and the "X Y" - Hudson's Bay 
sends Angus Campbell to turn out all intruders. Angus' son, hating his vanished father, 
working for the other side, is brought, through a sequence of events, to confront the 
man he hates. Recognition softens neither and the fight over fur intensifies their dif- 
ferences, particularly when Angus learns his son wishes to marry a French-Indian half- 
breed. A story of adventures in the strong woods as Angus, representing his English 
masters, opposes the buccaneer new order of the 501s brules in which his son and the 
girl Julie are involved, and the ideals of honor to which each is committed; all are 
finally resolved with the collapse of Selkirk's settlement of crofters and the eventual 
amalgamation of the fur trapping industry. Interpolating drama into history, this 
provides outdoor, masculine adventure-romance in solid fare. , 


April 21 


Vercors THREE SHORT NOVELS Little, Brown 
2.00 
By the author of the much lauded Silence of ‘the. Sea, here are three Hon bic 
interrelated by their theme- the spiritual devastation of war. Very French in their 
expressed emotionalism, they will seem too fervent for some tastes.... Guiding Star 
is the story of Bohemian born Thomas Muritz, who as a boy worships the concept of li- 
berty, fraternity, which symbolizes France. He leaves home to go to France, only to 
die in disillusion at the hands of a French firing squad- not German. Night and Fog 
concerns the irreparable damage done to Pierre, in a concentration camp, from which he 











March 1, 1947 Fietvon -135- 


returns strange, silent, after the emotional as well as the physical brutalization of his 
experiences. The Verdun Press is the story of a printer, a veteran of Verdun, whose 
sense of liberty and independence is assailed by the Vichy laws which affect him directly 
as his partner, a Jew, is their victim...Strong sentimentality here, a proud patriotism - 
but an American audience is not assured. 


April 22 


Javellana, Stevan WITHOUT SEEING THE DAWN Little , Brown 
y $2.75 

A distubing book, because it might have been so much better than it is. Ably 
written, a worthwhile story, extremely vivid in spots, though slow and even dull in the 
overall- this has the elements of a powerful story, but would have benefitted by judi- 
cious pruning. The time is before and during the war; the place the Philippines; the 
story tells of a young Filipino farmer, his hardships and poverty before the war, his 
slow emergence into a bitter, vengeful guerrilla fighter when he finds that his wife has 
been raped by a Japanese soldier and is pregnant. From the first page one has a depres- 
sing sense of impending tragedy; Carding and his wife lose harvests, farms, children, 
family, friends, and faith in their love for each other. The most effective part of 
the book tells of the Japanese conquest and occupation- of atrocities, hatred and 
bitter guerrilla warfare. Here lies the real tragedy and power of the book, when the 
tragedy of the Filipinos as a people grips you. : 


April 24 


Bright, Robert THE OLIVERS Doubleday 
2.50 

A portrait of a child striving to retain a desperate illusion, as 13-year old 
Lisa, growing older, strains to believe in the security of her parents' marriage. 
Daughter of a painter, Michael, and of a devoted mother, Margaret, Lisa's comfortable 
world is threatened when Michael's reputation is promoted by lion-collector, Agnes. 
Conflict is reflected in the child, who learns that things are better when there is 
less money, less of the lurid light of success; she rebels, tries not to conform, runs 
away from school and ultimately provides reconciliation motif in near-death from pneu- 
monia. The extroverted, foreign group of artists in contrast to the local inhabitants 
of a French fishing village; Michael's charm, Margaret's winning goodwill, Lisa's un- 
conscious revelations - these form a basis for a novel in sharp contrast to the author's 
regional novel, Life and Death of Little Joe. The new book shows a certain advance 
in ability to portray character in opposition to circumstance. 


April 25 


Rives, Fern TOO MUCH TO ASK Putnam 
$2.50 

Skittish to slight comedy in which a sensible Jane, imposed on by the artistic 
and amorous temperaments of her mother, Connie, and her sister, Sandra, takes a firm 
stand against both. Sandra, leaving her husband Neal to indulge an inclination for smooth- 
er, married Mark,finds this plan spiked by Jane. Connie, toying with the idea of marriage 
to an actor is faced with the impasse of his wife. Jane's tendency is to think of others 
first, but is ultimately forced to consider her own prospects as Willie, young musician, 
decides marriage and music won't mix until Jane decides she'll take both rather than none... 
Not too much point to this, but it will provide a lighter moment or two of rental diver- 
sion. ' 
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Aprit 28 4 


Leigh, Michael COMRADE FOREST Whittlesey 


$2.75 

A story about Russian guerillas, with no great literary values, and with cer- 
tain obstacles, provides, nonetheless, a certain excitement and emotional quality. The 
sincerity, the impressive intensity of small defiances, the maintenance of hatred, the 
love of country that demands it be destroyed rather than fall into Fascist hands, provide 
background for the romance of Belobruhkova and her selfless love for The Tuliak, even 
when he plays out the plot to betray her to the Germans. Too bad a confusion of diffi- 
cult Russian names, Russian words (translated in footnotes) and the late arrival of a 
novel on this subject, provide inevitable drawbacks to wide interest in this moving 


commentary on the high resolve of the Russian people. 


Aprétwor. May 23 


Kuhn, Robert AND NEVER GOODBYE aicrantie : 73 
A first novel, which concentrates with a sharp intensity on the decrescendo 

of the marriage of Danny O'Brien and Evelyn. Erratic, neurotic, Evelyn is the victim 

of a childhood insecurity, of a self-indulgence which shows no regard for others, even 

Denny, whose bad heart jeopardizes his life, Here, in retrospect, are the early days 

of marriage, the violent quarrels and the excitement of their atonement, Danny‘s first 

bad attack and Evelyn's jealousy of his mother; the breakup and reunion in Savennah, 

and strike two in New York; and finally Hollywood, with the hope of a child to offset 

Denny's conviction that Evelyn is losing her mind, The death of the child accomplishes 

the final breakdown....A taut, narrowed study of emotional distortion, involuntary, in- 


escapable, which has a direct, commnicable sympathy. 
May 1 , 


Smart, Charles Allen SASSAFRAS HILL Random House 
v $2.50 
Conversation piece and social comedy, which is leisurely and mild in ite 
mockery, this follows the reconversion of Davie McDermott, once an advertising man, 
now out of the Navy at 44 and wanting to paint. He stops by chance in a small New 
England village, and takes a job as manservant to widowed Mrs, Brown, whose household 
preserves the genteel conventions and includes her three children, her tartly spoken 
mother, Mrs, Lacey, and her alcoholic brother, Dr. Lacey, whose amorous activities are 
not above reproach, McDermott, maintaining his status with insistence, still succeeds 
in extending his duties and managing to catch brother Lacey in off-color moment with 
Miss Dowling, redirects his affections to the worthier Mary, thus securing for himself 
the admiration of the mother, and the love of the widow, Pleasant, evanescent enter- 
tainment. Very different from his z2./',p,. except in affection for small town living. 


May 6 


Reynolds, John Murray THE PRIVATE LIFE OF HENRY PERKINS Crowell 

$2 .50 

A cockney porter, henpecked and cuckolded by his boarding house keeper wife, 

through a lucky piece is able to escape the doldrums of his existence in dreams, which 

take him beckward and forward in time, In them, he meets Yahweh, who, however, is un- 
able to explain the whys of the many active adventures, In them too he is a man of 

action, of superior intelligence and beliefs; in them the girl he is beginning to love, 

Annie, plays a more and more important part, as she does in real life, With the depar- 

ture of his wife and the loss of his job, Henry is confronted by a complete break with 

the old life, and one last conversation with Yabweh finishes his transformation into a 
man of decision, An English Secret Life of Walter Mitty transposed into novel form- 


which means some necessary padding- this is another phase of escape. 
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Eden, Emily SEMI-ATTACHED COUPLE Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.75 “ 
This, by a novelist of the early 19th century, re-introduces a "forgotten rival 
to Jane Austen" and in her manner revives a world of former and high fashion, the contre- 
temps and connivances, the niceties of phrase and the malice of intent, and alliances - 
and mesalliances- of an earlier English society, Specifically this follows the stories 
of the daughters of lady Eskdale and her neighbor, Mrs. Douglas, that neighbor whose 
constant, uncharitable criticism of Lady Eskdale and her daughters was provoked by her 
envy of their fairer faces and higher fortunes, In particular it is the story of Helen, 
third of the daughters, who makes the marriage of the season, and who fails to hold the 
rich Lord Teviot, who is quarrelsome and temperamental, But eventually, they patch things 


up - and Mrs, Douglas’ daughters engage in matrimony and all is well... There's wit and 


gentle, genteel comedy, for those who are partisans of inimitable Jane. 


MacRae, Donald DWIGHT CRAIG Houghton , py owns 
2:75 

A pitiless, impersonal probe into the small\, shameful landmarks of Dwight 
Craig's history which takes him from the little, midwest railroad town of Bethesda, 
through college, teaching, graduate work and the dishonoring of the presidency of a 
western university, A boy who tumed his misery, loneliness and fear into self-defensive 
excuse and rage at security and integrity, Dwight, hag-ridden by two aunts, determines 
te break with family bonds and lack of money, At college he drifts into the cad's path,- 
in his frat, his romance, early jobs. Teaching at a small town echool, irresponsible, 
anc contemptuous too,his imperviousness develops sadistically in his affair with a teach- 
er, but his ampition to make tne academic racket pay outwardly changes his attitude, Con- 
forming, subservient, Dwight earns, through his graduate work, a chance out west. He 
manipulates- marries the right sort of girl- custs his benefactor- subtly perverts Univer- 
sity policy in working toward fascistic practice and program, All in all, the portrait 
of a heel, who whitewashes his bitterness and self deception, whose vengeance is seldom 
unmasked, whose unmerited success springs from early frustrations, Clinical in detail, 
with the essence of egomania, this is substantisl characterizations, reflecting certain 
currents of the times, (But not reading for enjoyment.) Fellowship prize novel, 


May 7 


Burne, John Horne THE GALLERY gris 
3.00 

The juxtaposition of first person interludes and assorted portraits, this com- 
prises a series of experiences, crises, impressions, contacts, between American soldiery 
and the Neapolitans, boys and officers impelled by loneliness, unhappiness, bewilderment. 
There's alert interest in all phases of human frustration, failure and disaster, Here 
from varied backgrounds, with full awareness of the impact of war separations, are the 
émericans in Naples, the Italians, their families and bitter histories, and there is the 
issue of real links to understanding, the tension of character rubbed raw, A striking 
array, a high feeling for emotion and taat individual climax, this is glacial in its 
realism, hard-hitting in ite material, unsparing in its language, Transport /4e brick 
Forhole to Italy- and you'll get the idea, ('Ware, conservatives! ) 


Green, Anne THE OLD LADY // Harper 
$2.75 
With a story that is nothing special, this however does present a loving portrait 
of a majestic, humorously indomitable 70-year old Frenchwoman, Madame Delatour and her 
forceful and subtle methods in salvaging three lives, First, as refugee in America, she 
adopts Frances Barton, brash, mean, and unwanted teen-ager, Then, returned to Paris, she 
takes first Michel, suffering from amesia, and then starved and homeless Sigismond, 
Madame brooks no interference, achieves her ends in devious ways, faces every crisis with 
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some sort of solution, Through her Frances develops from a ruthless little harpy into 
an understanding woman; Michel is reclaimed from enveloping frustration, Sigismond learns 
the power of love, security, happiness. There are excellent touches of the refugee 
French ia America, » postwar Paris, and the whole, if unbuttressed with mich susbstance 


of plot, is mounted in warm sympathy. 















May 7 “ 


Beck, Warren PAUSE UNDER THE SKY Morrow 
$3.00 — 
This runs up a good many words extenuating the emotional, ideological impasse 
of the war generation ("if we marry we may die" kind of thing)- overcast with a certain 
misty mysticism, The story- such as it is- concerns larry and Paula, as they spend a 
furlough together during which larry takes a decisive stand against marriage while his 
chances of survival are unsure- and Paula is forced to accept this. Their brief time 
together is interrupted by their joint investigation of a hidden transmitting station 
where a fanatic, directing an indictment of the radio in the abuses of and dangers to 
modern civilization creates considerable controversy, Larry and Paula find the mountain 
etronghold- return unharmed- but with Paula more reconciled than before to the uncertain- 
ty ahead, None of it makes mich sense- mich of it is sentimental. Beck writes easily 


enough, but hasn't enough to say, 

















May 8 






Powers, J. F, PRINCE OF DARKNESS Doubleday 
$2.50 73 
In the little magazines (Accent,. etc,) these short stories have made a previous 
appearance, some have come in annual anthologies, some in general anthologies, They in- 
troduce to a wider public a writer who manages by indirection a considerable irony, who 
reflects, through small incident, larger issues of social and religious criticism, The 
stories alternate predominantly between a defense of the Negro, an attack on the Catholic 
Church, as with quiet sarcasm they tell of a Monsignor whose Curate does not meet the 
proprieties of his position, of Father Burner waiting many years for a parish and his 
final humiliation; of Father Firman and his invincible housekeeper; of a riot staged 
by Negroes in the South; of a sweet hot trio who refuse obeisance to a white clientele, 
etc, For those interested in social issues and literary values. 


— 



























Ew ing, : Annemarie LITTLE GATE ea og 
2.75 

The roarin' '20's, the flamin' '20's, the loose '20's - now the jazzy ‘20's. 

In Muscatine, Idaho, there was a kid named Joe Geddes who was a natural with a sax. 

“Little Gate" the musicians called him, This is his story, this is the story of jazz, 

of the familiar names and familiar songs,- “Dipper Mouth Blues," “Sweet Sue,” of Bessie 

Smith, Coleman Hawkins, of Chicago, New York, the ups and downs- and success. It is also 

the romance of Joe and Irene, blues singer from the right side of the tracks - and it has 

e happy ending. But the important thing about this novel is the sense of authenticity 

in ite background; it gives the reader understanding and sympathy with jazz, its lead- 

ere and their crews, the real dope on what they are after. Writing of this sort has 

to be a kmack- there's a lingo all its own - and it has to be good and flavorful, Amoral- 

well perhaps - but in this book it seems all of a piece with the characters, 


Grafton, C, W. MY NAME IS CHRISTOPHER NAGEL — 
2.75 
ge The callowness, the confidence, the high hopes and the big let-downs of youth, 
recalled with all the brashness, the brightness, in this story of Christopher Nagel's 
freshman year at college in the wideopen '20's, With a career as surgeon in view, 
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Christy is deflected from too serious study by making a name in football - and having a 
good time, This includes the Dean's daughter, Marcia, a bit of a tramp; Sherry, who 
loves him; Betty, from his home town, who falls for another boy, When he misses out on 
the captaincy, Christy lets off steam in drink, goes to bed with Marcia, is found there 
by the Dean who forces them to marry, He never sees Marcia again, as an annulment is 
put through, and he’s ready to start the next year with Sherry... Youth, going at a 
fast clip, for those who prefer it unadulterated, not nostalgic, 


May 9 


Alman, David THE HOURGLASS Simon & Schuster 
$2.75 
This is a Venture Press book - a disappointing selection, Alman has a certain 
flare, but as one gets into his book, it falls on two strikes against it:- first, what 
he has to say will succeed in antagonizing most people who have the interests of a demo- 
cratic South at heart; second, he is too readily satisfied with typing his characters, 
his backgrounds, his situations, rather than giving them fullness and depth, His pub- 
lishers claim eeveral years of closeup study of the South - concern in just such situa- 
tions as he depicts in his book, Well, there will be many who question the validity 
of either that knowledge or that concern, for he gives us as “hero" one of three rap- 
scallions who rape and beat up a Negro woman, burn her house, take it out further on 
interfering Northerners who become interested in the case, spike the trial in advance- 
and at the eleventh hour, our Brian admits the deed of shame- and gets off, virtually 
unscathed, to take ais college-bred Lottie to another town where they'll be more 
appreciated, At no time does the town- somewhere in the Deep South- come alive, nor 
the people seem more than stock characters, Occasional fine writing cannot save it, 


May Mv 


Thorne, Anthony SO LONG AT THE FAIR Random reap 
v 2.50 
There's flavor of legend in the theme given new dress here- a theme made famil- 
jar to many thousands when refurbished by Alexander Woollcott in When Rome Burns. The 
time is 1889- the place is Paris- and this time the story is built around an architect 
brother, bored and cynical, and his young sister, whom he has condescended to take to 
Paris for three days at the Exposition, en route from Naples to England. Dinner at 
Montmartre - back to the hotel, where she goes up to her room, and he stays arouni for 
a bit, loans an Américan 100 francs, and then seems to disappear, Next morning there 
is a blank wall where his room had been; his name is not on the register; everyone 
denies his existence to his frantic sister, And only the chance reappearance of the 
young American- the repayment of the debt - gives her any witness of her sanity. How 
the story works out to a happy ending, with romance round the turn, mekes rather charm- 


ing reading for lighter moments, 
May 13 


Leslie, Frank THERE'S A SPOT IN MY HEART Simon & Bar 
ay 

Current followup in the recent revival of ancestor worship, this is a Manhattan - 
memoir of the West '70's - back in the early 1900's. Predicated on a “pink schizophrenic" 
collection of progenitors, the chronicle of feuds, within the family circle and without, 
encompass formative years with maternal relatives, There was a Grandfather whose commando 
sallies rovt all enemies; a Grandmother defeated by nothing, not even a deliberately re-~- 
sistant cook; tIncle George, nominee of the anti-progress league and bachelor extra-ord- 
inary; a Mother whose public predicaments worsted cultivated phlegmatics- these provide, 
in thinly veiled fiction form, a high threshold of hyperbole, In the Irieh acrobatics 
of grief, anguish and emotionalism, and in a period decor of delirious detail, this 
sustains ineffable hysteria of high color recall, enhanced by the unworldly decorations 


of Fred, E, Banbery. Item for temps perdu audience, 
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May 27 


Lee » Edna THE WEB OF DAYS Apple ton-Century aie 
"  $3760,2 
A well-worked out variation on the theme of the innocent newcomer in a4 house- 
hold of evil and fear, is this story of Hester Snow, Yankee schoolmarm, hired as gover- 
ness for Rupert LeGrand, at Seven Chimeys in the Sea Islands off Georgia. Saint Clair 
Le Grand who walks like "God A'Mighty hisself" makes use cf Hester's Northern ways, 
breaks off any understanding between her and his wife, but doss not win her heart, as 
does his half-brother Roi. The drowning of Rupert's mother, Hester's new methods of 
managing the estate, introducing wages, discipline and routine to the Negroes, pave 
the way for her marrlage to Saint Clair. Time proves to her his consistent wickedness 
and when at last he makes the wrong move, Hester has no compuncticns about permitting 
him to die so that she may be freed of Seven Chimneys and free for Roi. Roi turns 
aside any threat of accusation of murder, and leaves with her ana the children for the 
midwest....Post Civil War, the contrast of Northern and Southern ways and thinking, 
backgrounds the culmination of enveloping degeneration, the development of a well-told 
tale. hebecca and its ilk have pavei the way for this. 


Bayliss, Marguerite EARTH EAGLES Holt 
b2 50 

A slight thing- scarcely more than a short story- of fillies- half sisters, 
who from babyhood raced each other, rejoiced in their speed. Then- at three- one is 
ready to be shipped to Ascot, the other, lamed by an accident, is grieving to death. 
On the day before the shipping, there is a special tryout; Rainbow watches from her 
stall- and dies of a broken heart. That night, returning from the newly Gug grave, she 
releases her twin, races her across the familier meadow, then the head of the stud farm 
hears a scuffle, and rising beat of hoofs- end, when he crosses the meadow to take back 
the living filly, he finds her dead at her sister's grave. The story is set in a strange- 
ly mannered frame, highly stylized. The story would be better without it. 


Three Late Comers-Early March 


Lamb, Harold GARDEN TO THE EASTWARD Doubleday 
$2.75 

This has the makings of a novel blend of Lost Horizon and a bit of Buchan. 

But somehow, midway, it bogs down in the burden of scholarship which has been an in- 

tegral part of Lamb's historical novels, - or perhaps in the philosophizing on the ecs- 

tasy of escape to a remote island of peace in a troubled world. Here is a novel which 

defies the adventure of escape. The time is 1946- a young American Intelligence officer, 

on terminal leave, is lured from Cairo to the East,-Baghded, then on, seeking the source 

of a rare bit of prehistoric metal, and the mystery of the lost mountain of Araman. He 

is helped on his way by a native Kurd, an archeologist: by an invelid scholar, an English- 

man, at whose retreat he meets the lovely,eerie Mictial Thorne, late of Athens. Jacob 

goes on until he finds his mountain - a tiny survival of a lost race- the place the ori- 

ginal Garden of Eden. There too he finds love- as Michal follows him. He finds alao 

the almost legendary German, in hiding- and the reaching tentacles of the Soviete- and 

war. The story encs with the dim hope that Washington will find a way to save this 

"garden to the eastward”. The story is rich with beauty- with detail- with symbolism.(3/6) 


Crane, Clarkson NAOMI MARTIN Harcourt, Brace 
$2.50 

A truthful if unattractive portrait of a young woman, self-concerned, calcula- 
ting, camouflaging Naomi Martin. Living’ in rather shabby circumstances with her sister, 
her father- unfrocked and fraudulent- Naomi makes her progress towards wealth, away 
from happiness, as she drops Jack whom she loves, for two clder men who can give her 
more, Harrington and Congreve. She sleeps around among the three- until Harrington's 
marriage, Jack's desertion when he finds her out, and her own pregnancy, force her into 
marriage with Congreve. A book neitiier for pleasure nor profit. (3/13) 
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Kelly, John ALL SOUL'S NIGHT Harcourt, Brace 
$3.00 

The head-on collision of the European virus and collegiate culture may be seen 
in the relationships of Pearse, Greg and Ida, a trio whose friendship in Europe had been 
broken by Pearse's unheralded marriage, His equally unheralded divorce brings him back 
to New Ingland to seek out the other two, - Greg and his combination of athleticism and 
scholarship, Ida and her Inglish outlook and love for Greg. Pearse with barbs for every- 
thing continues his evil guardian-angel attitude towards Greg, stirs up small college 
town contretemps and faces his own instrumentality in Greg's suicide, while Ida is 
carrying Greg's child, Invidious to vicious character and conversation piece, this is 
weighted against wide popularity by its dependence on erudition, quotation, heavily 
charged late 1930. atmosphere, A first novel, displaying a wide’ range of possibilities 
for the author's future - if a narrow field of reality in the present, (3/13) 


CONTENTMENT IN CRIME 
March 21 


Miller, Wade GUILTY BYSTANDER Farrar, Straus 
$2.50 
A rumpot of a house dick is recalled to real detective work when his ex-wife 
comes to him to find their kidnapped son, Max Thursdey plays rough as the search takes 
him into San Diego's lower reaches, a hunt for stolen pearls, a hardened gang. A goodly 
harvest of bodies, the bcy safe and Max ready for reclamation, this embodies slaughter- 
house sadisn, 


March 7? 


Holt, Gavin SEND NO FLOWERS Howell, aa 
2.50 

Detective Ritzy Tyler, as.a butler for a group which had witnessed a death 
nine years previously, has two mrders to solve as Clara Rann-Trasker duplicates the 
death of her twin sister Gertrude, and motives are provided in Clara's conduct, her 
alienation of her brother-in-law's son, her adoption of his semi-legitimate daughter. 
Family antagonisms provide the basis for crime, provoke the suicide of the killer, and 
make this as fascinating as peanuts at a bar, if just as confusing. 


April 1 


Eichler, Alfred ELECTION BY MURDER Lantern Fn 
2,00 
The eve of 1948 elections and a radio show to dramatize the Constitution bring 
murders and the uncovering of subversive activities to a head, Martin Ames, recognizing 
the danger of reactionary Westley, adds his help in revealing false fronts, the high 
stakes that anti-liberals are playing in their fomentation of hate groups, The pay-off 
is in advertising copy testing and the country saved once again, Pulp for propaganda, 


April 15 


Roos, Kelley GHOST OF A CHANCE A. ge 
00 
Jeff and Haila Troy again (formerly Dodd, Mead), as they interpret murder from 
a body found on a subway track, made a mad search for an unknown lady who will die the 
next day, and relate the mot ive to an expected inheritance and birthday deadlines. 
Considerable chasing, which takes in most of New York City, — they overcome the 


opposition. Smoothly paced, 
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April 19 


Marsh, Ngaio FINAL CURTAIN Little, re 
2.50 

* Agatha Troy, as a guest of the Ancreds, the British Barrymores, witnesses the 

best of all the Ancred performances- if unrehearsed- 3s a murder is committed, and family 

curdles are momentarily forgotten in concentrating on the conviction of a woman of ill- 

repute and a bad actrese, Her murder brings in Chief Inspector Alleyn who before long 

overcomes obstacles, bays the mrderer, Clever, caricatural, this provides many mental 


moments of entertainment, 
April 2h 


Godey, John THE GUN AND MR. SMITH Doubleday 
$2.00 
* Smooth surroundings for rough tactics as Rosalie is used by uncivil, unloving 
Hood as a means of entree to the Long Island home of a music critic, where a group of 
celebrities and an epileptic pretender to a throne are spending the weekend, Terrified, 
terrorized and manhandled, Rosalie returns to New York with a report .of mrder for the 
police who disbelieve her, for Hood who discredits her, until she forestallse Hood's 
death and secures a finale, An accomplished first, this is also a Crime Club selection, 


April 25 


Fitt, Mary DEATH AND THE PLEASANT VOICES ae ae 
2.50 
A novel of crime in which half Indian Hugo, returning to the house and fortune 
left him by the whimsical will of a British father, meets the antagonism of Inglish Ursula 
and Jim, children of a second marriage, Their emotional entanglements, the imposture of 
Hugo and the mrder of the real Hugo, the possible re-willing of tht estate to an out- 
sider, lead to a second death, the self-betrayal and suicide of the killer. A leisurely 


but practised performance, 
April 28 


Fox, James M, THE LADY REGRETS — ee 
2.50 
Handsome war hero Major Johnny Marshall, and his “cute” wife Suzy get mixed up 
in a murder and a hoax kidnapping when they accept an invitation to spend Johnny's term- 
inal leave at the estate of a tycoon, Daredevil activities and trying small talk keep 
this going- but it's all somewhat second rate and leaves an unresolved question of which 
lady regrets what, | 


Frost, Barbara THE UNWELCOME CORPSE 1] ! 4 Coward-McCann 

| $2.50 
. The first mrder case of newspaperwoman Jane MacDevitt, in which she is con- 
fronted by ten suspects, leads her a breathless chase through Greenwich Village, its 
artists and writers, Trying to protect those she likes, off on solo sleuthing, Jane 
discovers that murders in real life aren't as simple as those you read about, tracks 
down facts to get the killer. Does well in the feminine pursuit school, 


May-T” 6/// 


Goldsmith, Gene MURDER ON HIS MIND Michael S, Mill 
v $2.50 
Psychological mystery fiction to the fore, this makes for that market as a 
psychiatrist is mrdered, and a second psychiatrist, handsome young Dan Damon, is 
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presented as sleuth, When a friend of his is shot through the head while treating a 
patient who hates him, everyone but Dan Damon considers the patient guilty. Dan does 
a good job of proving otherwise, uncovers the real neurotic killer, and provides a 
pleasant, puzzling evening's entertainment, 


Kendrick, Baynard MAKE MINE MACLAIN ~°/ / Morr ow 
$2.50 & 

Three long-shorts (which seem suspiciously like leftovers), involving blind 
detective Maclain and his dogs as in fhe Silent Whistle & Special dog whistle proves 
the clue that finally spots a double mrderer, as inNelody in Death an old composer 
euegcests = solution in a hidden theme written in an opera, and as finally in Jhe 
Murderer Who Wanted Nore Maclain settles an inheritance tangle, Even the fascination 
of envisioning Maclain and his dogs at work can't keep these from being contrived, 


May 8 


Bloomfield, Robert THE SHADOW OF GUILT Doubleday 
$2, 00 
Michael, returning from the Pacific with the pinup picture with which he had 
fallen in lcve, finds her materjialization in a courtroom where- accused of the murder 
of her aunt- Lorelei is acquitted. Marrying her, still on face value, his suspicions 
of Lorelei mount, his fears for his own life increase as two attempts are made against 
it, until- from the three older people who control her- evidence against one is attein- 
ed.... Easy to read, hard to believe, 


Palmer, Stuart MISS WITHERS REGRETS Doubleday 
$2.00 
* The redoubtable Hildegarde forgets her promise to stay away from criminal 


investigation as her tropical fish give her leads to the innocence of a GI arrested 
for mrder, Oscar Piper is called in~ even on Long Island- and Hildegarde falls from 
his good graces with her errors in the romantic tangle involved, the dog poisoning, 

a second killing. She trumps all however when she gets in the clear, A welcome return 


of a favorite. 


May 9 
Quentin, Patrick PUZZLE FOR PILGRIMS Simon & Schuster 
$2.00 
* Peter Duluth and Iris, taking a turn for the serious as Iris leaves Peter, 


goes to Mexico where she falls in love with a lost genius and golden boy called Martin 
Haven, Peter, giving Iris her head, is left to handle the problem of Martin's wife, 
Sally, a classic example of a bitch,- of Martin's sister, Marietta- still entranced 
by her devotion to her brother, and the mrder of Sally with blackmail to follow, 

Only when the enigmatic spell of the Havens is broken do Peter and Iris return to 
conjugal comfort, Not so playful this time, but just as expert. 


May 13 \/ 


Revell, Louise THE BUS STATION MURDERS a 
2.00 

Elderly Miss Julia, en route to Annapolis, gets a chance to satisfy an inquisi- 

tive instinct when she discovers a dead woman, later identified as an Admiral's widow, 
and sees that murder followed by two more, Malicious townsfolk and vindictive rela- 
tives provide a variety of motives from money to drugs to matrimonial disasters, make 

for’a general busyness.,... Chatty as a church social, if you care to attend... 


} 
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BANTAY BOOKS (Hach $3.25) for April 


Foster, Bennett - TRIGGER KID Macardle, Dorothy - THE UNVITED 
Homes, Geoffrey - FINDERS, KEEPERS Wescott, Glenway - APARTMENT IN ATHENS 


MLL BOOKS (Each $.25) for spril 
Coxe, George H, - MJRDOCK'S ACID TEST Newsom, John D, - WIPED OUT 
Halliday, Brett - THE CORPSE CAME Prouty, Olive Higgins ~- THE WHITE FAWN 
CALLING Rinehart, Mary Roberts - THE WALL 
GARVEN CI1Y BOOKS for April 7 
Blue Ribbon (“ach $1.00) 
Benchley, Robert - PIUCK AND LUCK Bloom, Vera ~ THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE WASHINGTON 


Garden City De Luxe 


Adams, James T, - THE EPIC OF AMERICA Fowler, Gene - TIMBER LINE - $1,49 
$2.49 WOMAN'S HOME COMPANION COOK BOOK - $3,00 


Original Publications 


Hausman, Leon Augustus - ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIRDS - $2.49 
Hausman, Ethel Hinckley - ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN WILD FLOWERS - $2.49 


Partridge, David- § - CRIMES OF PASSION - $2.49 
Star Dollar 


Cerf, Bennett - TRY AND STOP ME 


Sun Dial (Each $21.00) 


Jones, G, & C, - PEABODY'S MERMAID Meugham, Somerset - THEN AND NOW 
(Lach $1.49) 


Chidsey, Donald B, - PANAMA PASSAGE Roark, Garland - THE WAKE OF THE RED WITCH 
Yerby, Frank - THE FOXES OF HARROW 


Triangle (kach $.49) 


Banning, M, C. - A WEEK IN NEW YORK Hancock, Lucy A, - GENERAI DUTY NURSE 
Fair, A. A. ~ OWLS DON'T BLINK Manning, Roy - VENGEANCE VALLEY 


GROSSET & DUNLAP for March 
Books of Distinction (Each $1.00) 
Caldwell, E,. - HOUSE IN THE UPLANDS Miller, Helen Topping - DARK SAILS 


Fosdick, H. E, - AS I SEE RELIGION Murphy, Edward F, - THE SCARLET LILY 
Kenyon, Theda - BLACK DAWN Pinkerton, Kathrene - WILDERNESS WIFE 
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GROSSET & UGVLAP - continued 
Odd Price. Specials 
De Voto, Bernard - MARK TWAIN IN Keyes, F, P, - ALL THAT GLITTERS - $1.98 

ERUPTION - $1.49 Zistel, Era - A TREASURY OF CAT STORIES - 
Tllus, Peggy Bacon - $1.49 


Popular Copyrights (Each $1.00) 
Cheyney, Peter - THEY NEVER SAY WHEN Marshall, Edison - THE UPSTART 
Field, Peter - DEATH RIDES THE NIGHT Ogilvie, Elisabeth - STORM TIDE 
Haycox, Ernest - BORDER TRUMPE1 Shriber, Ione S, - PATTERN FOR MURDER 


PENGUIN BOOKS (Each $,.25) 


Bonnany, F, - THE KING IS DEAD CN Faullmer, William ~ SANCTUARY 
QUEEN STREET Ferber, Edna - GREAT SON 


Saki - THE UNBEARABLE BASSINGTOW 
POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) for April 


Fowler, Gene - GOODNIGHT SWEET PRINCE Marshall, B. - FATHER MALACHY'S MIRACLE 
Iles, Francis - BEFORE THE FACT Norris, Kathleen - WIFE FOR SAIE 
Lockridge, F.& R.- MURDER OUT OF TURN Smith, Thorne - NIGHT LIFE OF THE GODS 


WORLD BOOKS for April 


Forum Books (Each $1.00) 


Burnett, W, R,-TOMORROW'S ANOTHER DAY ‘Terhune, A, P. - LAD: A DOG 
O'Hara, John -APPOINTMENT IN SAMARRA ‘raven, B, - THE TREASURE OF THE SIERRA MADRE 


Odd Price. 


Farrell, James T, - FATHER AND SON - Lockridge, Richard- - MURDER CAVALCADE - 
$1.49 $1.49 
Horr, A, R, - THE LOG OF THE SCHOONER BOWDOIN - $2.50 - (Original) 


Tower Books 


Bailey, Temple - THE PINK CAMEILIA Greig, Maysie - JANICE 
Gardner, E,S, - CASE OF THE HAUNTED Rice, Craig - TH? LWCKY STIFF 
HUSBAND 
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Special Note 


Vo MUST BOOKS. None even on which one can say - "This has a‘chance- don't miss it.” 
Those who liked Bernice Richnond's WINTER HARBOR will welcome OUR ISLAND LIGHT- 
HOUSE (Random House). There are bright moments and entertainment value itn HOW GREEN 
WAS MY FATHER by David Dodge (S & S). Alexander Werth's THE YEAR UF STALINGRAD 
(Knopf) has a predictable market. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOUKS- Non-fiction 


Marchi. 3} 
Y 
Dulles, Allen W. GERMAN 'S UNDERGROUND — 
2.50. 
It is important to define this title as referrring to those men and women 

within Germany who conspired against Hitler - who came near achieving their goal on 
the day when the bomb exploded a few feet away from him - but who failed, The record 
shows no real defenses against totalitarianism, no constitutional safeguards, It shows 
how organized labor was fooled into submission; how intellectuals closed their eyes; 
how the army swallowed the bait; how the churches had no effectual power; how polit- 
ical parties evaporated, The German people accepted dictatorship; reeducation and de- 
nazification aren't going to change a national character. The vast majority of those 
who fought Hitler "underground" have perished, Allen Dulles headed the 0.5.5, in Swit- 
zerland and worked closely with the conspirators, whose work, in isolated instances, 
goes back to pre-Munich days, when neither the United States nor England believed them, 
The main groups through which efforts were made, plans laid, were the Kreisan Circle, 
which furnished the ideological background for conspiracy- working towards a form of 
Christian Socialism; Abwehr - before it became a part of the Gestapo; isolated army 
officers, naval officers, labor leaders, intellectuals, churchmen played important 
parts, but failed to cohere in any constructive organization. The odds were terrific- 
the danger incessant. Dulles has the facts; many of them are new, The book is import- 
ant for the record, but lacks that spark that might make it imperative reading. 


March 24 


Panzer, Martin RAISE YOUR SIGHTS a 
3.00 
Compare this with Loire Brophy's jhere's Plenty of Room At The Top (Simon 
& Schuster - 1946- P, 611) and this seems "stale, flat and unprofitable", Furthermore, 
it is snobbish, petty and class- or money- conscious, It is just another book of good 
advice on how to be a big shot in business; maxims, and examples of how to succeed in 
business and get a good time out of success, The book lacks bite and forcefulness; it 
is too wordy and at times pedantic, with dry desert stretches between oases, I guess 
we just didn't like it and think that there are lots of better books. 


March 25 


Curtis, Charles P, Jr. LIONS UNDER THE THRONE Houghton, a 
3.90 
This study of the Supreme Court contains many points of interest and impor- 
tance, and should be of considerable value to laymen as well as lawyers. But this 
one requires close reading, even on the part of lawyers, who will feel- in the main- that 
other books have treated the problem better, Mr. Curtis' style is turgid; with what he 
brings of knowledge and understanding, a skilled craftsman might have carried the message 
to laymen. How the Supreme Court got that way:- that it filled many functions in a gap 
left in the Constitutional structure, that by the time the New Deal was in the saddle, 
the Court had little faith in the people. He gives great credit to Hughes for the 
development that followed; he points to the errors of the techniques used by F.D.R. 
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In general, the Court is a protection of our way of life, even though an autocratic, ex- 
pensive- to the litigants- and undemocratic one, But only as long as wisdom prevails, 
The public wont find it particularly interesting; lawyers are in the main not a pro- 
lific market for such books, 


March 28 


Ypsilon PATTERN FOR WORLD REVOLUTION seat 
5.50 
An international communist's view of "Socialism in one country", in an 
anonymous, amorphous attempt to describe, in terms of the psychological transformation 
of the men and women participating in the revolution, the entire evolution of Bolshe- 
vism from an internationalist and equalitarian movement, into a state party of specific 
Russian imperialist and totalitarian nature. This subjective interpretation of the 
revolution in the early stages (1918-28) is conveyed by the diaries of two unnamed 
Commintern members. From 1928 on the authors rely on biographies of eleven world revo- 
lutionaries and their disillusionment. The last section of the book deals with the 
"Stalintern", the nationalist, imperialist, militaristic, non-idealistic perversion of 
the Communist Internationale. Here is a revaluation of Radek, Lenin, Bukharin, Bela 
Kun, Rosa Luxemburg, etc; a review of history from inside; new anti-Stalinist material. 


March-33-— “// /0 


Freud, Sigmnd LEONARDO DA VINCI oe 

2.50 
The most famous single analysis Freud contributed, one which is a classic 

reference in the psychoanalytic field, this study has been out of print for 15 years, 

and was last published by Dodd, Mead in 1932. With an introduction by Dr. Brill which 

delineates Freud's relation of sex to neuroses, this also emphasizes how Freud recon- 

structed the whole unconscious psychic life of the most inscrutable, the most fascin- 

ating personage of the renaissance, from his early infantile experiences, relates these 

to the abnormality of which Leonardo was accused, tried and acquitted... For the psychia- 

tric and professional field predominantly. 


Mereh—?t 4/2/ 


Brown, J. Hammond- £d. OUTDOORS UNLIMITED pr es 

3090 

For a toasty-toes and participating audience, are these tales of hunting, out- 

doors, nature, by both recognized and lesser known lights. Buckingham, Wilfred Bronson, 
Col, Sheldon, Burton Spiller, John Alden Knight, Ray Holland, William Schaldach and 
others reflect the American scene, in a sectional portrait of recreational, wilderness 
sketches, Adventures with fish, wildfowl, stories of dogs, accounts of camping and 
hunting- this is a compilation, from national magazines, material from the Outdoor 
Writers’ Association of America, and provides entertainment for active- and passive- 
participants, in relaxing episodes. 


April 7 


Langer, William L. OUR VICHY GAMBLE anne 
000 
Our policy towards Vichy France documented by an historian in considerable 
detail (too considerable for the average reader), his material based on official papers 
of the U.S, government made available for the first time, Here was the policy more 
criticized than any other - largely on ideological, liberal grounds, He examines the 
development of our relations with France, following its defeat, through the Reynaud 
short-lived resistance, Laval'’s revolution and the Laval-Hitler meetings, the deGaullist 
movement and our inability to recognize de Gaulle as long as we did not want an overt 
break with Vichy, the Giraud negotiations, the North African landings and Giraud's 
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failure - Darlan's succession and assassination, All this illustrates a policy of poli- 
tical and military expediency, an opportunism which was sensible only inasmuch as it 


succeeded, For study and reference shelves, 
Au AY 14 ‘ 
ApPit-7 


60 YEARS WITH MEN AND MACHINES 





Whittlesey 
$3350 7— 








Colvin, Fred H. & Duffin, J.D. 









The relationship of machine tools to modern mass production, as told by an 3.80 


editor of Locomotive: Engineering, American Machinist, which gives a picture of over half 
a century of development, He tells of tool makers, engineering wizards, of bicycle, 
automobile, airplane, railroad manufacture, the progress of shop organization, the first 
line of industry in two world wars. There are the contributions of machine tools to 
better living, the importance of the assembly line; there are the men who have advanced 
the science of engineering, production, who have made inventions practical. An ex- 
haustive, personal history, which has appeal for a specific audience, 
Gr sk ) 

Dente, Jim & Diegel, Leo THE NINE BAD SHOTS OF GOLF Whittlesey 

in collaboration with Len Flliott \— $2.50 


Two golfers and a sports editor combine to tell the duffer what is wrong with 
his game and how to go about correcting it. The "nine bad shots" are slicing, hooking, 
topping, smothering, pulling, pushing, skying, sclaffing and shanking, Starting with 
an introductory section on grip and stance and swing- illustrated with right and wrong 
photographs, these authorities- in surprisingly simple terms- explain how a few basic 
principles, properly applied, will prevent and correct tendencies to do any (or all?) 
of the bad shots, The last section covers iron play, putting, getting out of the rough 
and traps, handling uneven lies - again with photographs that illustrate the points 
they are making, It seems good to me- and I should think that April was the perfect 
month to make golfers feel that they would start the season right, if they could only 
break last season's bad habits, Perhaps this gives the answer, 


April 11 / 
Taylor, Myron C,-Jntro. by WARTIME CORRESPONDENCE Macmillan 
Between President Roosevelt & Pope Pius XII $2.50 


Here are the messages exchanged between the Pope and the President from 1939 
to 1944, Formally worded, these underline their parallel endeavors for peace and the 
alleviation of human suffering, give reassurances Of good will, exchange greetings at 
Easter, at Christmas, and at the close of the Allied offensive in Italy, reassure the 
Pope of the Vatican City's inviolability.... There is nothing of interpretation nor 
Comment, except superficially in a preface by Truman and an introduction by Myron 
Taylor, Roosevelt's personal representative at the Vatican, There seems little of 
general interest in so bald a presentation. Its value is largely reference, 


April 14 
Sanceau, Elaine HENRY THE NAVIGATOR Norton 
$3.50 
* A vivid biography of a 15th century patron of exploration, geographical ob- 


servation, the Portuguese, Don Henrique, who spread the extent of men's knowledge of 
the physical world, and who opened the way for Vasco da Gama, and the inauguration 

of a newera, It is the story, too, of Portugal as a mighty nation, crusading against 
the Moors, carrying the Cross to all. It shows how Don Henrique's fleet charted new 
lands, provided a more exact maritime science, brought home weapons to fight mediaeval 
ignorance, It indicates the importance of his work on the isolated promontory of Sagres 
where naval arsenal gave way to observatory and school for geography and navigation. 
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While this might have been only a footnote to the history of the times, the author's 
flair for embellishing chronological and personal history with color and excitement 
makes this decidedly readable (which is certainly more than we expected), 


April 17 


O'Connor, Jack HUNTING IN THE ROCKIES Knopf 
$5 00 

A review of the spectacular terrain and hunting expeditions which gives per- 
sonal experiences and garnered wisdom on Rocky Mountain sport, Here are the habits and 
the shooting possibilities of bighorn and thinhorn sheep, of elk, moose, caribou, goat, 
mule, black and white tail deer, grizzly and black bear, predatory and winged targets; 
the details of tracking, camping, guns and gunners. Filled with actual incidents, with 
sage wilderness wisdom; appendixed with information on outfits, guides, equipment, gun 
selection; check lists and bibliography - this should be a natural for the conf irmed 
addicts, whether they know the Rockies as a sportsman’s paradise or not, Illustrated 
with 45 illustrations in halftone, and four in full color. 


Werth, Alexander THE YEAR OF STALINGRAD Knopf 


Moscow War Diary (in 1942 ) - Leningrad (in 1944 ) established Werth, himself — 
half-Russian, as one of the liveliest journalists writing on the subject of Russia to- 
day. Now comes a third panel in his view of Russia at war, a close-up, very personal 
record of "The Year of Stalingrad" - a year which saw the war at a turning point, with 
the Soviet bearing the brunt, with supplies only trickling through,with a last ditch 
stand psychology made imperative by conditions, Much of the time he was in Moscow, and 
one shares with him a sense of what life was like there- the shifts in the propaganda 
front, the news coming through, the background of life going on in a partially deserted 
city. Then the two trips, first-before the German defeat at Stalingrad, a trip to the 
area, where he- and Edgar Snow- had a chance to talk with the people and the men of the 
army, and to see for themselves the ravages of war; second the trip inside Stalingrad, 
after it was liberated- the first city to be actually destroyed, A book for the long 
range interest; its immediate value may not be apparent today. 


April 18 


Jackson, Holbrook- fd. BOOKMAN 'S PLEASURE Farrar, Straus 
) $2.75 

This falls into the category of The Practical Cogitator rather than the usual 
type of anthology, and it is keyed very definitely to the mrket indicated in the sub- 
title, "A Recreation for Booklovers" and might well accomplish what Mr. Jackson hopes- 
start "book lovers doing their own collecting of apt allusions, quotationset al. His 
own reading background is a rich and varied one; in sorting and arranging his material-~ 
drawn from as varied sources as Matthew Arnoid, Jane Austen, Arnold Bennett, James 
Boswell, the Brownings, Byron, the Carlyles, Coleridge, Emerson, Goldsmith, Greville, 
Hazlitt, Homer, Hume, Dr. Johnson, Keats, Lamb , Lowell, Macaulay, Motley, Pope, Scott, 
Tennyson, - ao. indicates a tapestry we well might emlate:. Fun to pick up. 


April 22 
Dodge, David HOW GREEN WAS MY FATHER Simon & Schuster 
| $2.75 
* Bright moments here for the progress, largely in reverse, to Guatemala, this 


is a really funny (vicariously to be sure) account of the author's attempts to trans- 
port himself and family into Mexico by car, with no help whatsoever from the various 
systems of transportation and commnication, Unable to ship his car down by boat 

and himself and his wife and child by plane,the Dodges were forced to leave San 
Francisco by car, They reached Mexico City with a case of contraband canned milk for 
five-year old Kendal; David began his long campaign to get his car to Guatemala, He 
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finally drove to Vera Cruz- shipped the car- and then spent three weeks catching up with 

it by plane, The obstacles of tourist travel are interspersed with commentary on Mexico, 
where only labor, tequila, silver and shoeshines are cheap; where the girls have an attrac- 
tive development of the mezzanine area; on street peddlers, funny papers, food, sights ’ 
and the many things he enjoyed, harried as he mest have been.... Travel the hard way, for 
engaging entertainment, The market with the boom in Mexican travel business, should be 
obvious. Illustrations by Irving Koons, in line, add to general attraction, 


April 24 


MacKenzie, DeWitt-éd. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS NEWS ANNUAL: 1946 Banners 

5.00 

The story of a year in dispatches and columns from A.P, correspondents and 

photographers, skillfully woven into a continuous thread of chronological contemporary 
history by DeWitt Mackenzie, So skillfully, in fact, that it is sometimes difficult 
to determine where he is quoting, and where writing his transition paragraphs. Part 
of the record is straight long passage- or short- quoting, with by-line, from such 
notables as Hal Boyd, Spencer Davis, Hennessy, Larry Allen, Eddy Gilmore - to name a 
few on the foreign scene; Max Hall on labor, John Chester on business, Jack O'Brian on 
Broadway, Whitney Martin on sports, etc, There are some final special chapters on the _ 
arte (W.G.Rogers), music (Saul Pett), Hollywood (Bob Thomas), science (Blakeslee). The 
market? Well- newspaper men - people running down specific references, where timing | | 
and presentation in the press is important. The average reader will find the delib- | 
erate limitations to newe rather than opinion, rather disappointing reading, | 


April-28 <«/ /5 


Conarroe, Lewis 4H, OFF MY SEA CHEST Pg 
2.7 

The literary liquidation of the ineptitudes, resentments, accumlated during 
a wartime and not too glorious navel career, this blows off steam- brightly- on sundry 
aspects of Navy life. Conarroe wanted a chance at action and spent most of his time as 
a J.G. signal officer on a convoy duty cruiser, and eventually turned up ignominiously 
in the Potomac. During the time he stacked up a fair amount of grievances on the forms, 
polite and otherwise, social functions, seniority, promotion politics, kmife throwing, 
gold lace, Administrative Washington, R,.E.I,.P, (rank has its privileges), and various 
variations on the theme of snafu which ended as he was completely fouled un in the 
process of being separated... Intertaining, particularly for similar victins. 

[ Ay 
Dalyrymple, Byron W. PANFISH */ ”* Whittlesey 
$4 -e-S O 

On the premise that small fish deserve more recognition in the field than 
they get in competition with game fish, this is a more generous compendium which com- 
bines facts about species, identification, methods and sport, with a certain amount 
of personal recall by a man to whom fishing has been a lifelong avocation, With open- 
ing chapters on the 21 families of fish considered, on tackle and gear, on terminology, 
this then takes up rock bass, crappies, sunfish, perch, pike, bass, pickerel, catfish, 
whitefish, herring, sturgeon, and many others- where found, how identified- how caught. 
There's a bit of philosophy- some anecdote- a mood of nostalgic memories of boyhood, 





Apeat0 Ulan, "1 ’ 
Wilson, W.N, & Mitchell, Dorothy ALONG THE MAINE COAST Whittlesey . 
: $FAT O 
There should be a Maine Clut - perhaps there is- for all the books that offer 
Maine in alluring terms. I sometimes wonder how mech appeal such sharply regional books 
have for the section of the country away from the eastern seaboard, Here is the record — 
-of a 300 mile walk, from Kittery to Eastport, tempered by a few side excursions by boat, 
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to include the enchanted islands off shore, There are jottings on biographical and 
historical interest, legend and story and anecdote, There's contagious sense of deep 
love of a region. W.N, Wilson, marine artist, has done six full color paintings, 27 


: © black and whites, endpaper map and full color jacket. Full value for fans, 
— April 2? 
Magriel, Paul- Hd. by ISADORA DUNCAN Holt 


$3 00 + ) 

A collection of articles, with a number of photographs, sketches, of this 
first creative American dancer of great stature, whose abstract, intuitive, inspira- 
tional art won her international following, These essays concern her particular genius, 
as John Martin interprets Isadora Duncan and the "basic dance” which was a biological 
function - rather than a system, a school, Carl Van Vechten reviews a series of her 
concerts, interprets her artistry, pure, poetic, sexless, There is a study of her 
association with artists, here and abroad, what she derived from other creative fields, 
what she inspired, The Gordon Craig folio of drawings round out the volume, For devotees, 


Pearson, Haydn S, SUCCESSFUL PART-TIME FARMING ‘/9 wnattesay 
4,00 

Pearson speaks out of experience, but as one reads this book, one wonders how 

much energy- or time- is left for the other job that the part-time farmer is supposed 

to carry on in the city some fifteen miles from the rural site of his farm, Success 

on the Small Farm (1946- P, 58) presented many of the facets of farming he has included 

here, But, presumably, the intention in this book is for the "part-time farmer” to 

select from one or other of the cash crops (strawberries, raspberries, asparagus, 

melons, squash, corn, peaches, blueberries, peas) to insure not only subsistence farm- 

ing to supply his family, but enough to sell at that roadside stand (does the wife run 

that between tending the poultry, taking care of the greenhouse, milking the cow or 

the goats, and doing crafts in her spare time?). There's: lots of sound advice on 

limitations and restrictions on part-time farming, as to distance from work, transport- 

ation facilities, electricity, ample water supply, neighbors, size of acreage, There's 

plenty of practical how-to-do-it as regards soil, the farm shop, power tools, the kind 

of vegetable garden, the advisability of going slow on the home orchard, the pros and 

cons of pigs, goats, rabbits, chickens, etc, Excellent lists of government bulletins,.And 

so. much enthusiasm and zest for the way of life, that almost: I was convinced, (Not quite, } 


May 1 


Stern, Philip VanDoren & THE HOLIDAY READER Simon & Schuster 
Smith, Bernard $3.95 


Lovingly remembered inclusions, chosen only to beguile time-off from routine, 
this provides something for every taste,- stories, poetry, humor, light verse, mysteries, 
fantasies, ghost stories, travel and nature sections, food and drink accounts, three 
quizzes... a potpourri for pleasure only. The accent is, on the whole, light, but with 
a serious balance in the general coverage that keeps this from being too frivolous, The 
contributing authors range from classic to modern, all topranking, and the whole should 
be a companion to carefree moments - or hours, In the anthology field this offers a 
special combination of popular appeal, with something for all moods, A lot for the money . 


May 5 v 
Richmond, Bernice OUR ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE Rendom rps 
. 2.50 
* The readers who "discovered" Bernice Richmond's Winter Harbor (Holt-'h3) wont 


have forgotten that delightful experience, and will welcome this sequel, And for those 
who didn't read the earlier book, this stands on its own, with its subtle humor, its 
zest for a way of life, its sensitive appreciation, The Richmond had left the tensions 
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of New York behind them when they took up summer residence in a lighthouse near Winter 
Harbor, Maine. . Now infected with the island peace, they have found a way to make their 
island suitable the year round; they've made friends with the villagers, coped with 
sea and weather, and the ordinary trials and tribulations of extraordinary housekeeping, 
There are the two tiger cats, ll-year old John and bumpkin Willie, there is Cousin 
Fenetta, whipping up raspberry tarts and johnnycake, to supplement the load of delica- 
cies she brought for her annual visit, There are the lobster men and their families, 
Granny and Auntie with their folksy kindnesses, the trips to other islands, with quaint 
solid names for driftwood and clam bakes, There's the garden where Bunny rivalled the 
garden catalogues. There are Reg's hot buttered rums - and his reconverted hen house, 
Ordinary day-by-day recounting, spiced with contagious personality, whimsy, humor and 
charm, This for the The [Islanders and Happy the: Land market, well salted. 


May 6 


Boyer, Richard THE DARK SHIP Little, Paige 
15 
Preluded by the author's personal experiences aboard a converted passenger 
liner during its days as troop transport, by his discovery of one world on and under 
one deck, the new and significant contributions to American life made by the National - 
Marit ime Union - this resolves into a history of that Unim, the men behind it, its 
accomplishments, Definitely a ro chronicle, subject undoubtedly to challenge, to 
argument, to disagreement, this records much precise information on a topic of the 
times on which there has been mich misinformation. From the soul of a ship to the 
soul of a movement, this fuses the line of development, in the author's terms, of 
brotherhood, common end, gigantic synchronization, He emphasizes the importance of 
the rank and file; he gives profiles of the prime movers, Joe Curran and others; he 
highlights the spiritual rehabilitation, the heroes the Union has harbored, the vi- 
tality of ite internationalism. This has the fervor of a cause, the crusading of a 


/ f 
= / 


Winlook, M.E, THE RISE AND FALL OF THE MIDDLE KINGDOM OF THEBES —o 
5.00 
In archaeological terms, this is the period of history between 21354 BC and 
1991 BC, which footnotes and reconstructs the civilization and the evente of that de- 
batable era, From excavation, exploration, discoveries, the substantiation of theo- 
ries is presented. The movement from East .to West, its influence, and Egypte anti- 
quity are discussed in scholarly detail. Here, from the records of groups, buildings, 
tombs, rulers, priesthood, the story of actual civilization of 143 years is authenti- 
cated. in the light of dynasty accounts, <A specific for those kmowledgeable and with 
definite interest in basic origins of civilization, particularly of the Near East. 


May 7 


Auer, J, Jeffery & HANDBOOK FOR DISCUSSION LEADERS Harper 
Ewbank, Henry Lee “$2.00 


This should be brought to the attention of clubwomen, various types of organ- 
izations, any individuals or groups planning conferences, discussion panels, etc, The 
widespread growth of interest in audience participation makes a book of this sort par- 
ticularly timely, pertinent. Step by step procedure for planning, organizing, and lead- 
ing priyate and public discussions; definition, purpose, method, preparation, all weigh- 
ed and developed. Much of the material is in general terms, put each type of group dis- 
cussion is taken up, the leader's job analyzed, cons ideration given to committe organi- 
zation and handling, and specific cases and examples given to illustrate points, An4p- 
pendix ‘suggests reference material for discussion group book shelves, references on 
discussion leadership. Important book for all public libraries, college libraries, etc. 





COD 


. 








March 1, 1947 Non-fiction ~155- 
Mey—7- 7 /9 


Dorian, Frederick THE MUSICAL WORKSHOP Harper 
$4.00 

A book whose appeal is definitely limited to students of mesic and to readers 
interested in processes of creation, This is a study of how composers saw their tasks 
and created their msic; it is not concerned with dissection or analysis, but with 
genesis, He develops three steps in the creative processs:- inspiration, elaboration, 
synthesis, H= goes back into childhood, to the absorption in style that follows, to 
the phases of the artist in his work, to the effect of nature, to cycles of creative 
activity, to writing mesic commercially, to phases of the mechanics of writing (key- 
board instruments versus paper, for example), He illustrates his successive points 
from the known facts about methods of work on the part of the masters,- Mozart, Handel, 
Bach, Beethoven, Schumann, Wagner, Schubert, Verdi, Mendelssohn, Brahms, Berlioz, 
Palestrina, Tchaikovsky, and many others, And he includes msical examples to indi- 
cate phases of his argument. | 


Dragunas, Andrew CREATING JEWELRY For Fun and Profit Harper 
$3.00 

Self instruction for beginners, with discussion of basic materials, funda- 
mental techniques, and enough to stimulate the creative imaginaticn. There is very 
little about design; that is left to the individual, But the step by step process, 
from learning how to melt silver, what to expect, possible technical errors of be- 
ginners, safety rules -- on to the use of more elaborate tools, drills, jewelers’ saws, 
and so on, Not a book for people who know nothing of craft work, but one which those 
with rudimentary kmowledge would be able to translate into practical applicatio, Each 
section suggests purchase of materials, costs, necessary equipment, etc, 


May 8 


Heinsheimer, F .W, MENAGERIE IN F SHARP Doubleday 
$2375.40 
From the fresh approach of a refugee (1938) to New York, and his honeymoon 
with the city.... The author, in his work in the music publishing house of Universal 
Edition, in Vienna, during the years 1921-1938, gives a lively picture of the contin- 
ental musical world. Composers, performances, musical history of that time provided 
the original series of firsts in continental contemporary msic, His arrival here, 
and the impact of new ways, customs, cities and people, provide the next array of 
"firsts", He tells of the success stories of other refugees, determined that in this 
country they will begin again; he writes of problems of adaptation and absorption, He 
vignettes Krenek, Weill, Berg, Reiter, and other acclaimed moderns; he visits Holly- 
wood and pleads for civic supported orchestras and opera in this country. An invig- 
orating picture of conductors, singers, composers and musical chitchat of all kind,this 
has a current- yes, even to the slang- appeal that most msical records lack, Engaging. 


Ludlum, Stuart D,- fd.- GREAT SHOOTING STORIES ae 
3,00 
Correlating many tales of Nimrod- these are sport and marksmanship tales of 
"glamor in guns", Following an historical pattern this covers, chronologically, the 
story of the long arm, the Western gunmen, hunting experts, records in pistol and 
revolver shooting, highspot military prowess, From battles to big game, from duels to 
frontier justice, from crack gunmen to history making rifle matches, this presents the 
masters of trigger triumph- and for the special audience, a gallery of bullseye tales, 
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Bellamy, Francis Rufus BLOOD MONEY: Zhe Story of U.S. Treasury Secret Agents Dutton 
i : $2.75 L 
Another airing of undercover activities, This is the story of how the U.S. 
Treasury fought the money power of the Axis, delivered its first blow through the 
freezing of foreign funds, A baker's dozen of individual incidents illustrates this 
hidden war; in the case of the Dutch Diamond Conspiracy when Werner von Clemm imported 
diamonds looted from the Netherlands; in the case of the General Aniline & Film Corpor- 
ation which acted as cover for I,G. Farben; B, Westermann, the New York City bookstore 
which served as an agent for the distribution of Nazi propaganda; Kenji Iki and his 
hidden Japanese funds; Fritz Mandl, "poor refugee from Europe", the munitions maker 
who serviced Franco and Mussolini and attempted to duplicate a war plant in Argentina; 
Juan March, once a pig smeggler, then Spain's largest profiteer; these and others pro- 
vide authentic criminal and counter-espionage accounts for a market- old and young. 


May -#? 2) 


Eisenschiml, Otto THE ART OF WORLDLY WISDOM Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.50 

Based on the Jesuit Father Baltasar Gracian's Art of Worldly Wisdom, which 
appeared some 300 years ago, this is a collection of short observations, aphorisms, 
with occasional bons mots (in the manner of La Rochefoucauld) on various aspects of 
character and conduct. Fame, morality, tact, perfection, imagination, controversy, 
patience, evasion, wit, truth, refinement, virtue, worry, charm, prudence, tranquility, 
love, - these are but a few topics touched upon with brevity, sagacity, a practical 
philosophy of a priest, wise to the world, understanding human frailities, Eisenschiml 
has brought a classic into modern terms, and made his own contribution of anecdote 


and a fresh sense of pace and mood, 


Marberry, M.M. THE GOLDEN VOICE § / 27, Farrar, Straus 
-$4,.00 
The biography, drawn from contemporary records, of the Rev, Isaac S, Kalloch, 
whose personal charm, golden voice,and way with women covered a career of riot, tumlt, 
rape, perjury, blackmail and adultery. With a pioneer pedigree from Maine, Isaac at 
23 was called to Boston's largest Baptist temple, where his popularity saved it from 
bankruptcy. In Boston, the "horrific scandal" of his assignation with a lady in Black 
provoked a long court trial in which he was defended by Charles Dana- the verdict, dis- 
missal, A second scandal forced his resignation, led him to New York, then to various 
posts in Kansas where he engaged in dubious enterprises, on to California where in San 
Francisco he headed the lergest Temple in the country, and where, as Mayor, he was in- 
volved in a shooting scandal. An objective, almost too documentary portrait of a rake- 
hell who provided a lifetime of charm, curiosity and scandal, 


Gayn, Mark & Caldwell, John AMERICAN AGENT Pages 
3.00 
Mark Gayn tells the story of John Caldwell, sent to No Man's Land in China 
(coastal country near Hong Kong) as an advance agent, This was a mission of morale, 
of bringing assurance of American aid, of selling democracy, of learning the terrain. 
These are the people he saw,- Chinese worn down by Japanese bombing, by homelessness 
and poverty, There is little overt action, just an account of his tour of No Man's 
Iand, of the visit to his missionary parents, of the setting up of a radio station 
to transmit propaganda to the Japanese, to service the Chinese press, His own 
disasters, as he was first a victim of acute meningitis (saved by smggled Japanese 
sulfa), the. of malaria, finally of sprue which weakened him so that he was forced 
to go home... A modest account of an isolated outpost assignment, performed with 
conscience and endurance- though without fireworks. Not for action-avid readers, 
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Kraft, J.L. ADVENTURE IN JADE | Holt 
$3.50 

For a very special market of hobby riders, these are the scattered reminiscen- 
ces of a rockhound which record a lifetime of interest, an "occupation of hand and heart 
and spirit" in the search for jade, From his early interest in stones, to stone records, 
to jade seals, to the stone itself - its fascinating character, its mysterious, mystic 
qualities, and the prospecting he has done in California, Alaska, the Rockies, and 
California again... The market for this is almost as elusive as its subject. 


Tyler, Parker MAGIC AND MYTH OF THE MOVIES Holt 
: $3.50 
An investigation and exploration into the root and rudiment of the artifices, 
and moral and psychological adaptations of the moving pictures, In terms of actual per- 
formances, actors and acresses, this is a record of what has been happening (sequel to 
earlier Hollywood Hallucination) in current moving pictures, Discussing voice, nar- 
cissism, comedians, social relationships, the merging of unreality with neurotic real- 
ity, identification of artifice with intuitive rightness, this is an interpretative 
probe and analysis of the relation of mythology and literary symbolic validity, to 
moving pictures today, specifically and in general, by a deep-digging cinema addict, 
Some stinging criticism, worthwhile comment, make this a mst for intelligent film 
fiends. 
Yashima, Taro HORIZON IS CALLING 2) Pipe 
5.90 
In October 1943 Holt published Yashima's fhe Yew Sun, a continuity of cartoon- 
type drawings and a continuity of captions, recalling a Japanese boyhood and a doctor 
father, tireless in service to his people,- of dedication to freedom- at the price of 
jail... Now comes this second volume- of which I've seen only the caption continuity, 
captions which trace the little family from 1935 to 1938, when they got out of prison; 
the baby was born; they took a six months' sketching trip which- while it gave them 
what they needed- drove home the awareness of the poverty of their people, the hope- 
lessness of the sharecroppers’ lives, the awareness of the coming of war, the increase 
of anti-white propaganda, the excuses for the China war, One gets a picture of his 
wife's family, one learns of the dockyard bought to raise the standards of living of 
the islanders, only to be snatched away by capitalists to convert into a war plant. 
With the coming of war, civilian freedom further curtailed, food scarce, weary spirits. 
And eventually, back in his old home, the idea of escape to a free country is born. So 
much for the captions- presumably the drawings will again be modern free line style. 


Downey, Fairfax OUR LUSTY FOREFATHERS mas 
3.15 
Definitely entertaining and fairly unbuttoned, semi-fictionalized accounts | 
of the various aspects of American national life, From moments in the cups, to courting, | 
marriage, weddings, and types of frolics; to the customs of building, funerals, revivals, 
electioneering, duels; on to the traditions of the Morgan horse, the Donner party, diet, 
the prize ring, holdups:- this encompasses high humor with the existing periods and 
laws, Not as exhaustive as Holbrook's Lost Hen of American Hvstory-nor as biographical, 
this fits into a not unlike groove of interest in little know relics of our country's 
past, giving actual facts and personages vitality and popular appeal, There are to 


be decorative drawings by John C, Solnsetler, 
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Jenkins, Dorothy H. AROUND THE GARDEN Barrows 
$2.50 


The garden editor of the Vew York Times has dipped into the files of her 
colum material for this round the year journey around the garden, There is a lot of 
sound advice, some measure of inspiration, plenty of factual data the gardener would 
do well to "read, mark, learn and inwardly digest", But I, for one, should find it 
hard to use , as I also found it hard to ret? consecutively. A garden book should be 
one or the other,- good reading for winter fireside gardening, or a practical hand- 
book for immediate- as well as long term- application, The book would be of more 
practical value if each section included a chart of Musts and Shoulds. 


Teague, Walter Dorwin LAND OF PLENTY Harcourt, a 
3.00 

An industrial designer explores the field of creative activity which may well 

change all aspects of life in the years to come, He investigates the potentials in 

Power, Transportation, Commmnications, Electronics; in Health; in Housing, (this is 

the most exciting secticn, with its indications of what is to come in lighting, heat- : 

ing, plumbing, refrigeration, cooking techniques, ventilation); in Commnity Planning, | | 

in the making of better citizens, Though he charges us with accepting a responsibility 

to the worlé in which we alone are prospering, his emphasis is definitely on develop- 

ment of individual liberties on the home front. His position on labor offers a chall- 

enge, and the appendix presenting the Keuls-Kenyon Plan makes a constructive application, 





Shirey, Major Orville C, AMERICANS: Story of the ggad Combat Team Infentry Bee 
3 5.00 


In photographs and text, the story is told of the Nisei who fought for the 
land they considered their own, who fought and died- 600 of them; who were wounded 
and totalled an incredible number of medals and awards, The text traces their activa- 
tion, basic training (in drafty, crude quarters), their unit training, and action 
overseas- the mountains of Italy and France, It ‘s lively reading, lots of drama, 
without overdramatizing the story, concise without stripping it of color and detail, 
and accurate in showing them as American boys doing a swell job of team work and play. 
Excellent photographs, One of the best unit records in book form that we've seen, 


Stein, Fred- photographs by FIFTH AVENUE Pantheon 
Text by Andy Logan $4 00 


_ Stein did the photographs for the Paris calendar, distributed a the French 
Relief Societies in 1944, Now he has taken our own Fifth Avenue, a street that spans 
all grades of squalor, shoddiness, glamor and splendor, There are 53 photographs, all \ 
but ten by Stein, The captions are written in cadenced prose - sometimes with their 
vividness enhanced by the sharpness of impression the form conveys, sometimes it seems 


forced, unnatural, Text by Andy Logan of 7he New Yorker.- 


Drewry, John E.- £d. MORE POST BIOGRAPHIES Univ, of merecr 
3.90 
A second collection of articles which appeared in the SEP, this volume is 
unified by the fact that its 22 profiles concern newspapermen and newspapers. These 
articles maintain that magazine's high standard of informational, lively, personalized 
journalism and are authored by such people as Marquis Childs, Margaret Case Harriman, 
Matthew Josephson, Among the versonalities profiled are U.S.‘'s simon pure extrovert, ; “4 
Hugh Baillie, the Denver Post's first lady, Helen Bonfils, Mary Coyle Chase who wrote a 
darvey, Raymond Clapper, polished Arthur Krock, baby-faced Bill Mauldin, Eugene Meyer, 
Drew Pearson, Emily Post, Ernie Pyle, Mrs. Ogden Reid, the idealistic Christian Science 
Monitor, the Encyclopedia Brittanica,- journalism and journalists, copy-making and 
copy-provoking institutions, The press holds fascination for the public. Here are 


some glimpses behind the scenes, 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Bobbs-Merrill 


Frye, William- MARSHALL- from 3/? to 4/11 115 
(J) Guthridge, Sue- TOM EDISON- from 4/? to 3/2h 68 

Kincaid, R,L.- THE WILDERNESS ROAD- definite date 3/28 91 

Lockwood, Myna- THE DAGGER AND THE CUP- from 3/? to 4/4 107 
(J) Stevenson, A.- U.S, GRANT- definite date 4/14 68 

Stewart, Elizabeth- SU2RENDER THE HEART- from 3/10 to 3/21 75 
Doubleday 

Gilman, B.- PURITAN IMAGE- from 4/10 to 4/24 107 
Harper 

Hale, William H,- Title from THE AMERICAN ADVENTURE to THE MARCH OF 

FREEDOM: A Layman"s History of the American People 119 

Lippincott 

Todd, Helen- HIGH PLACES- from 2/26 to 5/? 624 


Little, Brown 
Barrows, D,- MAN AGAINST MYTH- from 2/4 to 4/8, Price from $3.00 to $2.50 96 
Longmans, Green 


(J) Peck, A.M,- THE PAGEANT OF MIDDLE AMERICAN HISTORY- from 3/26 to 4/24 4 
Putnam 

Caldwell, J.B.- INTRODUCING ALASKA- from 3/14 to 3/28, Price from $3.75 

to $4,50 54 

Reynal & Hitchcock 

Roy, Gabriel- THE TIN FIUTE- from 4/22 to 4/21 104, 
Rinehart 

Karig & Purdon- BATTLE REPORT Vol, III- from 4/10 to 5/15 116 

Waters, Frank- THE YOGI OF COCKROACH COURT= from 4/24 to 4/10 110 
Scribner 

Bland, Alden- BEHOLD A CRY- Note correct author's name 105 

Chidester, Ann- MAMA MARIA- definite date 4/21 80 

De Hegedus, A.- PATRIOTISM OR PEACE- from 3/? to 4/17 115 
Simon & Schuster 

Wouk, Herman- AURORA DAWN- from 3/14 to 4/?, Book of the Month for May 13 
Whittlesey 

Herron, E.A,- ALASKA: LAND OF TOMORROW~ postponed to 4/16 617 
_ Roark, Eldon- JUST A MUTT- from 3/24 to 3/19. Price from $2.75 to $2.50 90 
A.A, Wyn 

Frisch, 0.R,- MEET THE ATOMS- definite date 3/19 26 


An Apology to the Atlantic Monthly Press 


Through an oversight, we neglected to indicate Atlantic Monthly Press for the following 
titles published by Little, Brown, Please make corrections- additions on your records, 


Bates, H.E,- THE CRUISE OF THE BREADWINNER Ke 
Christowe, Stoyan- MY AMERICAN PILGRIMAGE ge 
Keith, Agnes Newton- THREE CAME HOME 8h 
Lavin, Mary- AT SALLYGAP & OTHER STORIES 7 
Mitchell, W,0.- WHO HAS SEEN THE WIND TB 


Morison, Samuel Eliot .- OPERATIONS IN NORTH AFRICAN WATERS 22 








A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR APRIL 


April ll- Langley, Dorothy 
April ll- White, T.H. 
April 16- Aragon, Louis 
April 16- Renault, Mary 
April 2l- Wouk, Herman 


April 23- Flavin, Martin 
April 24- Gilman, Barbara 
April 2h4- Taylor,Robert Lewis 
April ??- Motley, Willard 


April 2l- lancaster, Bruce 
April 2l- Roy, Gabriel 


April 24- Echard, Margaret 
April ??- Yerby, Frank 


April ll- Edgley, Lesley 
April 19- Maresh, Ngaio 


> Apre-SS* Bishop, Curtis 
April 24- Godey, John 


April 8- Crum, Bartley C. 
April 8- Isaacs, Harold R, 
April 14- Snow, Edgar 
April 17- Werth, Alexander 
April 23- Fischer, Jom 


April 7- Keith,Agnes Newtm 


April 14- Sanceau, Elaine 
April 17- Halle, Louis Jr, 
April 22- Dodge, David 

Aprji £3- Redding, William M, 
April ??- Karaka, D.F. 


ee ee Sh ek Aa 
CONTEMPORARY 


MR, BREMBLE'S BUTTONS (Simon & Schuster) $2.75 
THE ELEPHANT AND THE KANGAROO (Putnam) 2.79 
AURELIEN (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 6,00 
RETURN TO NIGHT (Morrow) 3.00 
AURORA DAWN (Simon & Schuster) Book of 

the Month Co-selection for May 2.75 
THE ENCHANTED (Harper ) 3.00 
PURITAN IMAGE (Doubleday ) 2,50 
ADRIFT IN A BONEYARD (Doubleday ) 2.00 
KNOCK ON ANY DOOR (Appleton-Century ) 3.00 


REGIONAL 


THE SCARLET PATCH (Little, Brown) 

THE TIN FUWTE (Reynal & Hitchcock) 
Literary Guild for May 

THE DARK FANTASTIC (Doubleday) 

THE VIXENS (Dial) 


THRILLERS 


FALSE FACE (Simon & Schuster) 
FINAL CURTAIN (Little, Brown) 
SHADOW RANGE (Macmillan) 

THE GUN AND MR, SMITH (Doubleday) 


Rm ae a ee ee 


INTERNATIONAL INTEREST 


BEHIND THE SILKEN CURTAIN (Simon &Schuster) 
NO PEACE FOR ASIA (Macmillan) 


RUSSIAN MUST HAVE PEA (Random House ) 

THE YEAR OF STALINGRAD (Knopf) 

WHY THEY BEHAVE LIKE RUSSIANS (Harper) 
Book of the Month for May-co-selection 


BIOGRAPHY 


THREE CAME HOME (Little, Brown) Book of 

the Month Club for April 
HENRY THE NAVIGATOR (Norton) 5.90 
SPRING IN WASHINGTON (William Sloan) bP 
HOW GREEN WAS MY FATHER (Simon & Schuster) 2.75 
TOM'S TOWN (Lippincott) 3.79 
I'VE SHED MY TEARS (Appleton-Century ) 3.00 
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Edited by Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Miller 





Reid, James WHERE THE WORLD BEGINS Abingdon-Cokesbury 
$2.00 

Dr. Reid is a well-known British churchman. Until recently he was a Presby- 
terian pastor in London and was one of the many clergymen whose service to his parish- 
oners during the war years was heroic. The chapters of this book first appeared as 
devotional articles in fhe British Weekly and have won for him a wide following in the 
British Isies. They are brief, three or four pages each, and deal with such themes as 
"The Test of Experience", "The Secret of Security","In Times of Despondency", "Prayer 
and Protection”, "Harmonious Living,” "The Encompassing God". Christian people will 
find in them comfort, hope and inspiration. They are designed more for "the edifica- 
tion of the saints" than for "the conversion of sinners". (Publ.) 































Eddy, Sherwood GOD IN HISTORY Association Press 
$2.75 
* For a generation Sherwood Eddy has been a recognized leader in Christian 


thought and action, not only in this country but all over the world. Eddy is best 

known for his forthright and courageous attempt to apply Christian principles to current 
© problems. After World War I he was aflame with his devotion to pacifism, a position 
from which he retreated somewhat in the face of the issues raised by World War II. He 
has been a crusader for race relations, and an advocate of a more equitable economic 
system. While still devoted to such practical issues, in this volume Sherwood Eddy, 
like many of his contemporaries, turns to the realm of philosophy and theology in the 
attempt to discover sure foundations for the better world he would see us build. This 
volume might be called a "Christian Philosophy of History”. Starting with the civiliza- 
tion of the Sumerians, the author takes us through the history of the Hebrews, the Greek 
and the Romans, and then on to deal with St. Augustine, Hegel and Marx and their contri- 
bution to the philosophy of history. Coming to modern history he treats the Renaissance 
and the Reformation, the American dream, and at some length with the Russian revolution 
and the development of communist philosophy in the U.S.S.R. The four principles through 
which, according to Eddy, God has been at work in history are justice, liberty, brother- 
hood and love. In dealing with Russia he supports the thesis that justice and brother- 
hood have been attained there but not liberty or love, while in the United States the 
reverse is true. Eddy is fair and objective in dealing with the problem of Russian- 
America relationships. This is a book which appeals most strongly to liberal Protestants, 
but it should have a wider reading in all circles. It is a selection of the Pulpit 
Book Club. (4/1) : 


Frost, Elizabeth Hollister MARY AND THE SPINNERS aa 
, 2.50 
Another piece of Mrs. Frost's writing will always be eagerly received by those 
readers who know the quality of her poetic imagery and the subtle skill of her narration. 
Here is a poet and a novelist who in this latest volume, which is slender and of excellent 
” ) format, combines both these arts in a beautiful fantasy. It is a tale, essentially of 
Christmas, but as happily applicable to any other season of the year. Here is told the 
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story of Mary the Virgin and five other Jewish maidens, spinners in the Temple at Jerus- 
alem, whose later lives in the outside world are fatefully connected with the universal 
mystery of the Nativity at Bethlehem. Based on the traditions found in second and third 
century documents, the separate stories of each of the five young spinners make a compos- 
ite picture of the world-shaping event in the manger. Here is a reverent picture of a 
tender and immaculate Mary for Catholic and Protestant alike and a fascinating descrip- 
tion of Jewish ritual and folk ways of sure interest to Jewish readers. Wary andthe 
Spinners is a Christmas classic. It is a unique portrayal of the beauty and power of 
the faith of Israel done with sure dramatic power and suspense. (Publ.) 


Meckel, Aaron N. NEW DAY FOR EVANGELISM ‘io 
2.00 

This volume from the pen of the pastor of the First Congregational Church of 
Braintree, Mass., consists of addresses made at various religious gatherings and of 
sermons preached in his own pulpit. For the most part, the sermons and addresses deal 
with the one theme suggested in the title, the need of a reawakened, revitalized evan- 
gelism. "The lines of communication between the church and the masses seem to have 
broken down", says one observer of the current American scene. Dr. Meckel recognizes 
that such is the case, but although he belongs to one of the more liberal Protestant 
denominations and quotes freely from liberal Christian leaders, what he seems to be 
advocating is a reopening of the same old lines of communication. He speaks of the 
need of a Dwight L. Moody. But would Moody reach the masses of 1947 as he did those 
of sixty years ago? One feels that something more adventuresome, more revolutionary 
is called for in this atomic age than the return to the old ways and means of evangel- 
izing men and women. (4/25) 


Shoemaker, Samuel HOW YOU CAN FIND HAPPINESS Dutton . go 
$ac75 7 
The dynamic rector of Calvary Episcopal Church has given us a book which is 
characteristic of the man and his ministry. Dr. Shoemaker states in his introduction 
"This is not intended to be an abstract book about happiness, but a concrete book which 
will help people to find it". This is a practical, down-to-earth book for people who 
know that they are not as happy as they should be, and crave desperately to achieve 
happiness. The several chapters of the book, such as "Our Present Unhappiness", “Ways 
out-True and Fulse", "The Greatest Source of Happiness", "Satisfying Human Relations", 
“The Overflow of Happiness" were written out of the author's experience in ministering 
to individuals and reflect his keen and sympathetic knowledge of human nature and all 
its variants. While written out of a deep conviction concerning the necessity of an 
individual and personal religious experience, the book reflects no sectarian point of 
view and should be valuable tc many unhappy people and to those who want to help them 
to be happy. Religious Book Club Selection. (7/7 
/ 


Ferre, Nels, F.S. EVIL AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH "aa 
2.50 

This is the second book of the series which Dr. Ferre plans to be his life- 
work: "Reason and the Christian Faith." As the Professor of Christian Theology at 
Andover Newton Theological Seminary, the author is fast gaining the reputation of 
being one of America's most influential theologians. "This volume gives the very 
heart of my theology", he says, “the meaning of experience, history and nature in re- 
lation to God's eternal purpose." Here is a modern theologian coming to grips with 
the ancient and bewildering problem of evil, discussing evil and freedom, evil and sin, 
evil and nature, God and suffering, evil and history, evil and the ultimate. This is 
ela & book for theologians and philosophers. Others will find it hard reading. 
Publ. 


Kennedy, Gerald HIS WORD THROUGH PREACHING Harper 
$2.50 

The pastor of St. Paul's Methodist Church in Lincoln, Nebraska in this volume 

shares with his readers his convictions concerning the place of preaching in the Protes- 
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tant Church and the methods which the preacher must use if he is to be effective. Dr. 
Kennedy has won for himself a widely recognized place as one of the leading Protestant 
preachers through his pulpit work in California and Nebraska, and through his lectures 
on homilectics at various theological seminaries. This book is based on lectures deliv- 
ered at the summer session of Union Theological Seminary in 1946. This is essentially 
a book for ministers, for it deals “with what we have to say and the way we ought to say 
it". They will find much that will be helpful and inspiring to them in their own pulpit 
work. (Publ.) ) 


Eastman, Fred CHRIST IN THE DRAMA Macmillan 
$2.00 

Those who know Fred Eastman are familiar with his absorbing interest in the 
development of religious drama. In this volume he has enlarged upon lectures delivered 
on this subject and given to the reading public a valuable study of the way in which the 
drama has been used and might be used as a vehicle for the presentation of religious 
truth. The major part of the book is devoted to dramatic productions, ancient and 
modern, which Mr. Eastman believes .have had a religious message. Shakespeare's Othello 
and Shaw's Androcies and jhe Lion and Joan of Arc and their religious message are inter- 
preted interestingly. Galsworthy, Mesefield, Eugene O'Neill and Marc Connelly and some 
of their representative plays are also studied to discover the place that religion plays 
in the characters portrayed, the spiritual insights of the playwright and the effect of 
the drama as a whole upon the audience. As one would expect, Fred Eastman makes a strong 
plea for the wider and more intelligent use of drama by the churches. In an appendix 
there are listed the major dramatists of the western world and their representative 
works. The plays which would be of especial value to those interested in the influence 
of religion in the drama are so designated. This book should be invaluable to all those 
interested in the use of the drama for religious purposes. (6/10) ¥v 


Kemp, (harles F. PHYSICIANS OF THE SOUL Macmillan 
$2.50 
* A vast amount of historical research is embodied in this volume. But because 


this research is utilized to buttress a flaming devotion to the cause of making the 
pastoral function of the ministry more effective and more intelligent, this is a book 
which should hit every Protestant minister where he lives. The historical review of the 
work of the great physicians of the soul of the past is comprehensive. After an initial 
chapter of the Old Testament shepherds of souls, the book has an intriguing analysis of 
Jesus' work with individuals and then proceeds to deal with Paul, the great Catholic 
leaders of the Middle Ages and the value of the confessional. The bulk of the book, 
however, deals with the work of post-Reformation pastors, starting with Richard Baxter 
and John Wesley, and then devoting its major attention to the pastors of America, es- 
pecially those active in the last hundred years. The pastoral work of Moody, Henry 
Drummond, Phillips Brooks and Horace Bushnell is sympathetically described. The author 
then follows the developments of the past decades in the field of psychology, tracing 
the influence of such figures as James, Freud, Dewey and Watson and the effect of psy- 
chiatry, psycho-analysis and psychosomatic medicine upon pastoral counseling. He deals 
with the efforts made to secure clinical training for theological students, with person- 
al counseling undertaken by such ministers as Fosdick, Bonnell and Peale. Every Protes- 
tant pastor really concerned with “the cure of souls” would profit by a reading of this 


book. (64> Q-4 


Stewart, R.W. AN INTRODUCTION TO JESUS FOR THE TWENTIETH CENTURY pe 
YP os | 
This is another "Quest of the Historical Jesus", another attempt to abemndon 
the traditional approach to Jesus and to divest Him of "the medieval regalia of the 
creeds ", The author asserts that more important than whet happened to Jesus in being 
born and being killed is what he did with all his power and will in the course of his 
career. The treatment of the life of Jesus is reverential and sympathetic, expressing 
the author's conviction thet an understanding of the life and mission of Jesus will lead 
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to an exaltation of Jesus in the hearts and minds of modern men as lofty as that which 
the church has acribed to men in its formulae and its ritual. Few orthodox Christina, 
Catholic or Protestant, conservative or liberal will subscribe to the author's thesis, 
but he is not a es _— x iy to those whom the traditional Christ of the Church 


has left cold. 


Niemoller, Martin OF GUILT AND HOPE Philosophical Library 
$2.00 


tents, 


This book is of significance because of its author,not because of its conten 
As a matter of fact, it is a slight volume, both in size and in the nature of its con- 
tents. There is, first of all, a sermon in which the guilt of the German people is 
acknowledged and the basis of their hope for the future outlined. Then, there is a 
letter to his brother outlining the ecclesiastical situation in Germany as Niemoller 
saw it. There is a short Christmas sermon and finally a report of an interview with 
Niemoller as given by an American Army Chaplain. That is all -- price $2.00! But 
such has been the furor created by Niemoller's recent visit to the United States that 
many will wish to read his every message, even if they are not very profound and would 
be of little importance if they came from any other Christian leader. (Publ.) 


Church, Brooke Peters THE GOLDEN YEARS Rinehart 
$4.00 


In his preface, the author states: "This book is not for scholars or theolog- 
ians, but for the student of literature, and is written for amateurs by an amateur of 
the Old Testament story". There is thorough-going workmanship in this book. The first 
part gives the historical background, and then a running account of the various stages 
in the development of Old Testament literature. There follows a condensed version of 
the Old Testament, following the text of the King James version, but eliminating chap- 
ters and verses and omitting such of the material as does not take first rank as narra- 
tive literature. It seems strange to omit the Psalms from any study of the Old Testa- 
ment but our author has limited himself to the narratives of Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Judges, the books of Samuel and Kings, Ruth, and Esther. It is a book 
which should appeal to all lovers of good literature as well as to those who cherish 


the Old Testament for its religious message. (5/15) 


Herre, T. Everett - &d. TREASURES OF THE KINGDOM ar 3.99 
e 0 ' 


This is a collection of great tales of the spirit selected, says the editor, 
for their bearing upon the varied problems, trials,sufferings and tragedies common to 
human lives in our present day world of confusion, fear and hate. The stories are 
representative of both classic and modern times, by writers Catholic, Jewish, Protes- 
tant. From Henry Drumond to Tolstoy, Edna Ferber to Mary Roberts Rinehart, Israel 
Zangwill to Phyllis Bottome, Francis Hodgson Burnett to Monsignor Sheehan, to name only 
some of the list, runs the thread of hope, faith and human charity. (5/8) o/s 


Scarlett, Bishop William- f£d. TOWARD A BETTER WORLD Winston 
$2.00 
* This timely volume has been produced upon the initiative of the Commission on 
Social Reconstruction of the Protestant Episcopal Church. In it twelve distinguished 
Americans seek to apply Christian principles to the various problems inherent in build- 
ing a better world for all peoples. Eleanor Roosevelt, Frances Perkins, Sumner Welles, 
and Arthur Compton, each contribute to the volume, as well as such churchmen as Walter 
Russell Bowie, Edward L. Parsons and Angus Dun, the theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, and the 
philosopher William Hocking. These men and women deal with the great issues of today: 
the race problem, full employment, the United Nations, our relations with Russia, our 
treatment of ex-enemy nations and the moral meaning of the atomic bomb. This is a sig- 
nificant volume not only for church people but for all thoughtful American citizens. 


(Publ. ) 
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PICTURE BOOKS 


Victor, Jeffrey- created by THE ROCK-A-BYE BOOK Will eo 

1.00 

Heavy board binding, lighter board pages and the shape more or less like a 

rocking horse give this a play-book appeal, as the book will stand and rock gently back 
and forth. Bright colors, red spiral binding make this good display merchandise. Each 
page shows some simple routine in a child's day and the same routine in a small friend- 
ly animal's day. Simple verses by Margaret Glover Hansl; pictures in color by Jesse 
Spicer. For the smallest member of the family. (Publ.) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Barrows, Marjorie HOPPITY Rand , errr 
Another glowing eye book in the series which includes Timothy Tiger, etc, This 
little number is about a bunny who sets out one spring day to find a birthday present 
for his mother. He helps a number of animals, then goes to the old White Rabbit of 
Windy Wood who tells him to dig in his own back yard for the largest golden carrot in 
the world. Thinly disguised potpourri of themes, nondescript text, the button glows in 
the dark- but the text doesn’t. Pictures by Sue Simons. Straight merchandise. (Publ. ) 


Evers, Helen & Alf SLOPPY JOE Rand, wane 

* Sloppy Joe is a puppy and the drawings are as broadly engaging as anything 
this team has ever done. Again a typical little behavior fable, in the story of a dog 
who got into the dish pan and the flour barrel and the coal scuttle, until discretion 
came to him as it had already done to three pups in the same house. There is gay rhythm 
in this book of advice on the beauties of cleanliness. Childlike humor, unpretentious 
good nature, gay, simple pictures make this good nursery fun. (Publ.) 


Ross, Diana THE STORY OF THE LITTLE RED ENGINE Transatlantic Arts 
with pictures by Leslie Wood $1.80 


* Quality merchandise, this, in a handsome English train book, with distinctive 
full-color illustrations. This team did The Litile Red Engine Gets a. Name. There's a 
description of the route the train takes; there's passing acquaintance with a jolly dog, 
some ducks, the Baronet's donkey, the gamekeeper's cat, some sheep, some marsh frogs, 
and some stations with beguiling names. One day the little engine is late and there is 
a pleasant flurry up and down the line. Rhythmic text with a flavor of the unknown to 
add word-play value. Board cover- rather perishable we fear. (3/2) 


Graham, Al TIMOTHY TURTLE Robert Welch 
with pictures by Tony Palazzo $2.00 


* Entertaining pictures and lilting rhymes with intricate long word rhymes that 
add up to fun for the four year old. Timothy Turtle had put enough provender aside to 
satisfy anyone. His ferry business paid off. well. But it wasn't enough. He wanted 
fame. A trip up the mountain promised adventure and Timothy departed from his snug home 
for distant horizons. The trip proved hazardous and Timothy turned back, but he managed 
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to acquire fame and the story is told in deftly handled verse that children will like. 
Large format, cloth binding, full color jacket, sprawly illustrations by Tony Palazzo 
over the pages in line and blue and sepia wash- delightful technique, and lots of humor. 


@ 3/2) 

































BOOKS. TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Buck, Margaret Waring COUNTRY BOY Abingdon-Cokes bury 
$1.50 
* A city boy making a happy adjustment to a farm is the subject of this pleasant 


book. Tommy T. loves pictures of the country, but when he goes to visit his uncle he 

finds that the peaceful looking animals have a certain fierceness:- the rooster crows 

and flaps his wings; the goat lowers his head and prances; the cows wont let him milk 

them; the geese hiss; and he falls into the pigpen. But by the second day he's quite 

the country boy. The author’s pictures in the Lois Lenski tradition - clear and sim- 

ple and with shoe-button faces, such as children love. Third grade readers could read 
the clear type and well-chosen vocabulary. Cloth. 64 pp. (4/21) 


| Thomas, Margaret Loring THE BURRO'S MONEYBAG Abingdon~Cokesbury 
Iilus.- by Alice Carsey $1.50 


A reissue with new pictures and new format of an old book which portrays 
Mexican life with charm and good detail. Pedro wanted a burro and worked hard to earn 
the ten pesos he needed. He planned to use his burro to carry gardenias to the rail- 
road station, and charcoal, tomatoes and other produce to market for his mother. He had 
| many vivid adventures before his wish was fulfilled:- he got lost in Mexico City, he 
| worked in a sugar cane plantation, he helped the teacher, he sold flowers, and so on. 
There's a sense of authentic detail in spite of perhaps too studied an approach to the 
a colorful; the text realy evokes a sense of family and place.Cloth binding.126PP. (4/21) 


Doane, Pelagie BROTHER, BABY AND I Grosset & eon 

, 1.00 

Good merchandise, and a rather novel idea provides the skeleton for this col- 

lection of poems’ and rhymes and lots of pictures. There are 44 of them, from tradition- 
al nursery rhymes to favorites of Robert Louis Stevenson, James Stephens, Christina 
Rossetti, Longfellow, and a salting of some newer writers, Dorothy Aldis, Rose Fyleman, 
Eleanor Farjeon, etc. The arrangement is keyed by the running "story" of the children's 
day, from waking up to going to bed. Pictures in black and white have lots of zip and 
charm; the full color illustrations aren't so successful, though they do add to the 
galeability of the book. Large size. Board binding. (Publ.) 


de la Mare, Walter RHYMES AND VERSES Holt 
Illus. by Flinore Blaisdell $3.00 
* Welcome news that all of Water de la Mare'’s poems. for children have been put 


into one volume:- ‘Crossings, Poems ‘for'Children, Bells and Grass, This Year: Next Year, . 
Peacock Pte, Down- Adown-Derry, Stuff:and Nonsense and:A'Child's Day. A careful culling 
will yield a goodly number of light,. gay verses, humorous fancies and a number of worth- 
while longer poems. ‘here's wide variety of subjects,- nature, city and coyntry, sol- 
diers, sailors, far countries, the sea, animals, fairies, witches, narrative poems, and 
bits of history. De la Mare is uneven, as his most ardent admirers will acknowledge, 
but he has established himself firmly in the tradition of poetry children should know, 
and this edition with generous illustrations in line, good clear type, good binding, 
will prove a favorite with schools and libraries. (Publ.) 


Bergengren, Ralph SUSAN AND THE BUTTERBEES Longmans , rap 
2.00 
A bewildering Little fantasy, as Susan, an only child, is left alone on the 
beach one day with only a lobsterman and some sandpipers. Then the lobsterman turns out 
to be the fairy Maud in disguise, and the 47 sandpipers very gay, amusing uncles, who 
all did a number of nice things. They took Susan to the circus, helped her get the 
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lawn-mower back where it belonged, and found Mrs. Butterbee's gold thimble. Sweet 
pictures by Anne Vaughan. (3/26) 


Newell, Hope THE LITTLE OLD WOMAN CARRIES ON Nelson 
Ill 'd. by Anne Merriman Peck $1.50 


This series has proved to be a good read alound material, with the kind of 
foolish logic children love, in the spirit of the Peterkin Papers. The Little Old 
Woman uses her head to make complexities out of the simplest situations, and a fine su- 
perior feeling comes to children when they read of the absurdities of grown-ups. (4/9) 


Burton, Earl & Linette TAFFY AND JOE eae 
2.00 
Pet books always find an audience and here is an unusual combination,- a mon- 
key and a dog. Together they attain heights of mischievousness. They run away to join 
a circus and learn some new tricks, which they come home to do in their own back yard 
for the benefit of the local children. A not particularly important or original book, 
but a pleasant story, with pictures by Helen Stone in black and white. 64 pp. (3/17) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING ( 7 - 9) 


Keeler, Katherine Southwick SUMMER COMES TO MEADOW BROOK FARM re 
2.00 

Second in a series of farm books which are a step above the usual picture story 
books, and which contain rather full information on what happens on a farm at each season. 
Summer is full of activity,- haying, tending the vegetable garden,the animals,the chores 
which keep a big farm busy. The twins make a place for themselves and have a happy sun- 
mer with the Allens. Illustrations by the author are adequate but not distinguished, 
reproduced in blue and yellow. 40 PP. Colored jacket. (4/9) 


Tousey, Sanford BILL AND THE CIRCUS —o 
1.25 

It is disappointing to have so poor a book from an experienced storyteller 
like Sanford Tousey, as jerky sentences and stock characters eke out a poor plot. Bill 
and his uncle do pony and rope tricks and a circus manager hires them. A black villain 
puts cockleburs under the saddle and the pony misbehaves, but Uncle Sam sits tight and 
the villain is uncovered. Bill gets his mead of fame when he does a rope act. Sloppy 
values-slipshod writing. (4/22) 


FICTION FOR THE 8:to 11's 


Wilson, Hazel THE OWEN BOYS Si walensh 
2.00 

This story= despite its probably sound regional and factual background of the 
1880's - never rings true, either as to characters or story. The Owen family moved from 
a farm to a little village store in Elmwood, Maine, and the boys, who were taking the 
cows, ren into plenty of adventure en route. The parents are chary of praise, and the 
relations seem an odd, unlikely lot. There is much hearty smacking around by Ma; young 
Steve is of the stuff of which men are made and eventually wins through to the good 
opinion of all. The villain packs a horsewhip, is defeated; and a zany character turns 
out to be quite a woodsman. Illus. William Sharp. (4/21) 


LeGrand AUGUSTUS RIDES THE BORDER Bobbs-Merrill 
: $2.00 


The family are off to Texas with car and trailer in this new adventure tale. 
Le Grand manages to sprinkle the predominantly comic structure of his story with inter- 
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esting facts about the desert terrain. Father's bull-headedness leads the family into 
the usual number of scrapes - they lose car and trailer - they get jobs as herders of 
goats- and Augustus and a Mexican boy prove themselves heroes when they find the lair 
of a mountain lion and save the herd. (April) 


Alexander, Beatrice FAMOUS MYTHS OF THE GOLDEN AGE Random House 
Lll'd by Florian $1.00 


This series of big showy books has proved attractive merchandise. They are 
well-made- type is good, illustrations in full color are well reproduced- a lot for the 
money. One could wish there were a better general standard of editing, as in this in- 
stance the rewriting of the myths has lost much of the essential quality of heroism, 
of sound values. Shrewdness, villainy, chicanery and fear are motivating forces. Un- 
fortunately, this sort of job provides fuel for those who dislike fairy tales, and yet 
it contains eleven of the best known of the classic Greek myths:- Prometheus, Pandora, 
the Gorgon's Head, King Midas, Apollo and Daphne, Phaeton and the horses of the Sun, 
the Golden Fleece, Cupid and Psyche, Hercules and his labors, Proserpine and Pluto, 
Ulysses' wanderings. 62 pages, a slick, colorful jacket, a lot for the money. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Gilbert, Kenneth BIRD DOG BARGAIN Holt -y, 


$2.00 ~_ 

A boy-dog success story with emphasis on the training of a retriever pup. i 

Joey Trent got a dog that looked like a dream but was considered a kennel failure be- 
cause he was gun-shy. With Bill Lynch, a typical woodsman and trapper, who is really 
an old dog trainer, he sets out to make a real prize of Wingover, the pup. There are 
adventures on the way, trickery and shrewd dealing, but honest endeavor comes out on 
top. The plot is really just some machinery for detailed dog training, of a special- 
ized, very interesting kind. And this detailed retriever information is helped by the 


- boy and dog friendship story. A final chapter of specific instructions on_dog train- 


ing gives this book special value. Illustrations by Ernest Norling. 15) 
Qu9 6° 
Dana, Dorathea SUGAR BUSH Nelson 
é $2.50 
* Maple sugar season in Vermont in a book that really goes into the process 


thoroughly. This catches the excitement of the swift change of season, from dead 
winter to running sap, the spring, and the fierce activities associated with the ac- 
tual sugaring. Life in the small town is described, and Meeting Hill is a segment of 
that life. The Allan family and the new settlers, the Kolocheks, work at sugaring 
together because this is the latter's first year on an American farm. The Kolocheks 
had worked in a mill town until they could afford to buy their farm, and are happy at 
last to be back working the soil their Polish hearts love. Good family and neighbor 
relations, lively children, and the thrill of community achievement. Illustrated by 


the author. J. L.G. (4/9) 


Bain, Edward U. S. 0. S. HELICOPTER wipro 
1.75 
Three ex-Army pilots become helicopter pilots and find the new craft worthy 
of perfoming feats of daring and courage. The three young men have adventures in many 
parts of the world. An airplane party rescue, a scientist's trip over a volcano are 
only part of the excitement. The author is an authority on helicopters and gives 
authentic material on them. An introduction by Igor Sikorsky and illustrations by 
E. B. Kemble. Of definite interest to air-minded young men, it is too bad that the 
story doesn't quite come up to the material. (5/15) 
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Beeler, Nelson F. EXPERIMENTS IN SCIENCE Crowell 
& Branley, Franklyn M. $2.00 


A good science book for the junior high school level, but weakened by hap- 
hazard organization and dull illustrations by Ruth Black. The authors, science editors 
of Young America, have enhanced the interest and value of each experiment by relating 
it to the reader's experience, rather than just tossing a lot of how-to-do-it activities 
at him. Simple materials, fairly clear directions and vivid results show careful plan- 
ning within each experiment, but the book as a whole is lacking just such careful plan- 
ning. There is absolutely no discernible relation between one experiment and the next, 
and no attempt to capitalize on previously learned facts in the introduction of new 
material. A little shuffling around could have resulted in several groups of experi- 
ments, each with a central theme, such as light, heat, chemicals, etc. Thus, the prin- 
ciples of optics learned through building a range-finder might have been clinched by 
following up with the construction of a periscope, which instead is placed many pages 
away. Nor will the clear, but uninspired illustrations invite the non-science minded. 
A little editorial work could have improved the book considerably. 120 pp. (May) 


McKee, Philip WARRIORS WITH WINGS : aren 
2.50 
Good bang-bang stuff for airminded teen-agers. Twenty true short stories 
deal with high spots in the flying careers of real-life Air Force heroes, in actions 
ranging from London all the way to Africa and the Pacific theater. Some of the fliers, 
such as Don Gentile and Dick Bong, are almost legendary figures, but others, who de- 
serve to be better known, get recognition. This book enters a market crowded with war 
stories, but the real-life characters and its concise form give it some plus value. 


264 pp. (April) 


Farnum, Mabel AMERICAN SAINT anes 
2.50 
A biography strictly for the Catholic School trade, this is a life of Mother 
Cabrini. There is the miraculous blessing that surrounds her from the time of her 
girlhood in Italy to her adult life as a worker among the American poor. From the be- 
ginning whatever Mother Cabrini set herself to perform, she accomplished, with some 
effort and much divine intervention. Against hierarchical advice, she founded orphan- 
ages and sisterhoods with only her spirit to guide her. In America she made it her 
work to alleviate the sufferings of the poor. The author tells us that she fed the 
hungry from an empty larder, making far more of the miracle of the food which appear- 
ed in a heretofore empty place, than of the woman who gave so largely of herself. Only 
the simplest reader will be satisfied with the naive quality of the book. A courageous 
end humane woman, Mother Cabrini deserves a better biography. Illustrated by La Verne 


Riess. (Publ.) 


° 


Finney, Ross Lee THE GAME OF HARMONY Harcourt, Brace.3 SO 


An engaging and informative book for a limited audience. Teen-agers (and 
adults) with a year or more of formal music training will enjoy the game through which 
they learn the principles of harmony. Each principle is tested by means of several 
little "problems" to be solved by the reader, with answers at the back of the book. 

A worthwhile addition for schools and libraries. (3/27) 





Petersham, Maud and Miska AMERICA'S STAMPS rey 
3.50 
The story of one hundred years of United States postage stamps. From the 
days when the old sailing captains brought their mail pouches to specified coffee houses 
to individual service throughout the 48 states, this is history to interest children and 
their parents. Stamps, which record the growth of the country and mark the historic 
milestones on the way, have long been collectors’ favorites. In brief text and with 
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many illustrations, the author-artists tell the absorbing story. Reproductions of the 
stamps themselves help give insight into what collectors collect. The American Philat- 
elic Foundation has checked the text and found its information accurate, and of con- 
siderable value. TJilustrations are largely in black and white with a sepia or blue 
wash; there are a few in color. (Publ.) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Goudge, Elizabeth THE LITTLE WHITE HORSE Coward-McCann 
$2.50 
By the author of A City of sells anc Green Dolphin Street, an elegantly writ- 
ten book with the thoughtful, polished air of a Jane Austin gone exquisite. Though the 
prose gives pleasure, I doubt that many young readers will stay with more than a few 
pages of the slow-moving, dreamy tale that floats between reality and illusion. The 
opening chapters which introduce Maria Merryweather, a 13 year old orphaned heiress, 
her kindly intelligent governess, Jane Heliotrope, Sir Merryweather, the owner of the 
somewhat heunted Moonacre Manor, and Wiggins, an ordinary, shallow but beautiful 
spaniel - these promise a real story. The delicate humor, the enchanting landscape, 
the unreal light continue however to give these qualities and nothing more. There 
are freil enchantments, incredibly prescient animals, for a rather affected plot with 
a high, antique finish. The mysterious little white horse of Maria's imaginings, is 
as ethereal as the rest of the cast, and the feudal, manorial air, the fabulous re- 
pasts prepared by mysterious servants and animals, all become rather cloying. Illus- 
trations by C. Walter Hodges have the apt charm of old engravings. It is really too 
bad the total effect is so nebulous. 288 pp. (4/14) 


Meek, Col. S. P. PAT: The Story of a Seeing Eye Dog Knopf 
$2.50 
* A young veteran who has been blinded in the Pacific, returns to the new ad- 


justments of a civilian, and is the courageous hero of this book. His mother is ready 
to baby him into complete invalidism but his sweetheart is determined that he is to 
have a real life with her. She encourages him to go to Morristown where a seeing-eye 
dog and a new training help him to come back to a happy home life, an independent 
livelihood as a salesman, a home of h is own and courage to spare. The dog, Pat, is 
an important part of his life, and in a finally stormy night, leads Jimmy through a 
hurricane-hit town to get the doctor for his baby's arrival. Pat and Jimmy get through 
when no one else can, and his new baby starts off with a hero daddy. Interesting de- 
tails of the life and training in Morrisotwn, as well as sympathetic insight into the 
problems of th e disabled veteran. In spite of the jumpy writing, the honest material 
makes this a moving book. 189 pp. (3/20) 


Emery, R. G. ADVENTURE NORTH | a 
2.00 
Routine adventure story of boys. Young Kendall and his friend accompany Mr. 
Kendall, a mining engineer, on an exploratory trip to Alaska to help establish valu- 
able mineral findings of uranium and related products. A red-haired spy and aides of 
a foreign power close in and father and party disappear. Trusty scouts, fast-thinking 
boys, and a bear cub turn the tables, rescue all concerned and help lock up the villains. 
The young boys emerge as reliable, firm young men that shoot well, camp well, and leap 
right into a man's world. We'd be the last to underrrate the reality or importance of 
the struggle of the adolescent toward maturity - but it does come fairly easily in this 
book with gun and guide. (4/14) 





Dickson, Marguerite LIGHTNING STRIKES TWICE. ym 
2.50 
* Ellen Seymour, high school junior, has a full program of activities, but this 


is the year she must decide if she is willing to do the extra work that will start. her 
on the road to being a professional dancer. Her mother, who runs the dancing school, 
near Boston, feels she has the talent if she has the will to work hard. The high school 

















March 15, 1947 Fiction For Young Adults | -168- 









play, athletics, heart interests, ballet, ballroom dancing, cheer-leading, helping with 
the baby dance classes, studies, etc., these seem to fill the hours, (as well they might). 
But Ellen finds time to do the extra work which brings her up into the professional class. 
Her long hours are rewarded when she gets an unexpected offer which leads to hope for a 
bright summer. Simple characters, but fairly interestingly portrayed. This does not 
have thé vigor and professional appeal of Gloria Ballet Dancer by G. Malvern (Messner) 
but it too has the sound emphasis of work rather than chance and beauty. J.L.G. (4/9) 














Putnam 
$2.25 

There is familiar detail in this pleasant mother and daughter companionship, 
as young Judy learns patience, courage and adaptability in the face of a “dark summer" 
when a sunburned retina threatens the loss of an eye. Stringent prohibitions are how- 
ever compensated when she plays a part in the rehabilitation of a veteran, is taught 
how to touch-type, and wins the reward of recovery. Not oversweet in the lessons 
learned, this is good fare. (For full report see P. 134) (4/11) 


Aldis , Dorothy DARK SUMMER 








Thorne, Anthony SO LONG AT THE FAIR pig = 

' 2.50 

Reading for lighter moments, and a capable handling of a legendary theme. 

1889, Paris, and a younger sister condescendingly squired by her bored, cynical older 
brother for three days at the Exposition. Dinner, a return to the hotel, her brother 
loans a young American 100 francs - and then disappears. Next morning - a blacnk wall 
where his room had been, his name gone from the register, his existence completely 
denied. The frantic sister is helped by the chance reappearance of the young American, 
and a happy ending, romance, rounds out the entertainment. (For full report see P.139) 


(5/11) 
nl! NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 























Hawthorne, Hildegarde BORN TO ADVENTURE ‘oe | 
3-00 
A wordy account of John Charles Fremont's contributions to westward expansion. 
A rigorous blue pencil would have helped point up some of the interesting and exciting 
source material. Fremont worked on surveying the northern and southern routes through 
mountains and deserts: he took part in the struggle for California. There is some ma- 
terial on the free versus slave state controversy, but any high school reader coming 
_ to this biography would require a fair background in American history before he could 
use the supplementary material to be found in this verbose account. Tliustrated. (Sprtng) 
, we hee +t-F = 
Bellamy, Francis Rufus BLOOD MONEY “En 
2.75 
The Story of U. S. Treasury Secret Agents, this is authentic criminal and 
counterespionage material, and the accounts of the undercover activities reveal the 
part of the U. S. Treasury played in fighting the money power of the Axis. Delivering 
its first blow by freezing of foreign funds, this contains a baker's dozen of incidents - 
imported looted diamonds, Axis covers for propaganda, funds, munitions makers, profit- 
ya etc. Satisfying. Action and excitement. (For full report see P. 154) 
9/12 | 


Hosford, Dorothy BY HIS OWN MIGHT: THE BATTLES OF BEOWULF ea 
2.00 
The great epic poem which has survived the centuries, often translated, is 
ee here further simplified into prose, which, after the clash and clang of the primitive 
knightly battles, is too tame. There is a fair degree of accuracy in the accounts of 
the important battles and their outcome; there is scholarship of specific interest; 
but there is no hint of the rhythms, the surge, the vitality that has kept the poem 
alive - through the years and through English courses. I11'd. Laszlo Matulay. (4/29) 









